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REMINISCENCES. 


EAULY  HISTORY. 

A wish  has  been  frequently  expressed,  especially 
by  those  whose  near  friends  were  among  the  first 
laborers  in  this  work  of  charity,  that  some  memorial 
of  its  early  times,  and  of  those  who  projected  and 
established  it,  might  be  collected  and  preserved.  It 
is  to  these  and  such  as  these,  and  not  to  the  unin- 
terested who  may  ask  to  what  purpose  is  all  this, 
that  these  reminiscences,  gathered  from  eye  wit- 
nesses and  from  the  earliest  and  later  records,  are 
oflered. 

In  these  times  of  excitement  and  movement, 
when  societies  for  every  imaginable  purpose  have 
become  so  common  as  for  the  very  name  to  provoke 
a smile  or  a sarcasm,  and  yet  when  every  new  pro- 
ject finds  friends  and  supporters,  it  is  difficult  to  ap- 
preciate the  deep  yet  timid  feeling,  which  prompted 
a few  high  minded  and  kind  hearted  women,  to 
step  beyond  what  was  then  considered  the  limit  of 
female  duty,  and  associate  to  found,  in  the  year 

1800,  an  asylum  for  female  orphan  children. 
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The  only  public  charities  then  existing  in  our 
good  Town  of  Boston,  except  the  Almshouse,  were 
the  Boston  Marine  Society  founded  in  1742, — the 
Boston  Humane  Society  founded  in  1785,  and  the 
Boston  Dispensary  founded  in  1796. 

Our  city  now  numbering  its  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  then  contained  but  twenty  thousand, 
nor  had  the  great  tide  of  foreign  immigration  pour- 
ed in  its  thousands  of  the  poor  ; yet  even  then  the 
want  of  an  Orphan  Asylum  was  felt ; and  this  want 
was  brought  to  express  itself  under  apparently  acci- 
dental circumstances.  A case  of  individual  wrong 
and  suffering,  in  which  she  became  much  interest- 
ed, was  made  known  to  Mrs.  Hannah  Stillman, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular and  beloved  clergymen  of  that  day.  An  orphan 
girl  told  her  story  of  early  destitution,  and  be- 
trayal ; and  it  was  known  that  there  were  many 
exposed  to  like  wants  and  trials.  Mrs.  Stillman 
spoke  of  this,  and  of  her  .wish  to  provide  an  Asy- 
lum for  such,  to  her  friends.  One  of  them,  Mrs. 
Ozias  Goodwin,  had  accounts  of  such  establish- 
ments brought  by  her  husband  from  Europe.  A 
plan  was  talked  of,  and  a correspondence  opened  on 
the  subject  in  the  Boston  Gazette,  edited  by  Mr. 
John  Russell,  in  which  that  gentleman  took  a part, 
and  was  from  the  beginning  a friend  and  helper  in 
the  project.  Although  several  other  ladies  joined 
Mrs.  Stillman,  it  was  difficult  to  get  a sufficient 
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number  who  were  willing  to  give  their  names  as 
subscribers.  It  was  the  first  time  here  that  wo- 
men had  combined  for  any  public  purpose.  Many 
looked  suspiciously,  and  many  opposed  the  design. 
Yet  its  friends  were  of  that  character  and  station  in 
society  that  sympathy  and  confidence  could  not  be 
long  withheld. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
the  society,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Mason  Sen’r,  September  26,  1800,  of  whom  it  is 
said  in  the  record,  that  she  thanked  the  ladies  for 
forming  the  Female  Asylum  at  i her  house,  and  beg- 
ged they  would  use  it  for  their  place  of  meeting  so 
long  as  it  might  be  convenient.  It  was  so  used  for 
one  year.  This  lady  was  Treasurer  of  the  little 
fund  then  collected,  and  was  during  the  remainder 
of  her  life  a patroness  of  the  institution. 

At  this  first  meeting  a plan  was  proposed  and  ac- 
cepted, and  several  ladies  were  chosen  to  fill  the  offi- 
ces necessary  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  Some  of 
these,  though  expressing  great  interest  in  the  object, 
declined  for  various  reasons  to  serve  in  this  way. 
Among  these,  we  find  the  names  of  Madam  Amo- 
ry,  Mrs.  Elisha  Ticknor,  Mrs.  H.  Inches,  Mrs. 
McLean,  Mrs.  John  Holland  and  several  others. 

The  first  Board  of  Managers  consisted  of  Mrs. 
Stillman  First  Directress ; Mrs.  Eben  Dorr  Second 
Directress  ; Mrs.  Jonathan  Mason  Sen’r,  Treasurer  ; 
Mrs.  Mary  Lynde  Smith  Secretary ; Managers, 
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Mrs.  Priscilla  West,  Mrs.  Samuel  Whitwell,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Perkins,  Mrs.  James  Bowdoin,  Mrs.  John 
Coburn,  Mrs.  Richard  Green,  Mrs.  Matthew  Parke, 
Mrs.  Ozias  Goodwin,  Mrs.  John  Cushing,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Thurston  and  Mrs.  Mehitable  Torrey. 

At  the  second  meeting,  the  Treasurer  reported 
that  she  had  received  donations  amounting  to  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  and  annual  subscrip- 
tions to  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars.  She 
was  directed  to  invest  the  donations  in  bank  stock, 
and  keep  the  subscriptions  until  called  for.  It  was 
with  this  slender  capital,  the  managers  advertised 
that  they  were  ready  to  receive  the  most  needy  of 
the  orphans  who  might  be  presented,  according  as 
their  means  would  permit.  It  had  been  agreed,  that 
a suitable  person  should  be  provided  who  would 
take  the  children  to  board  and  instruct  them  under 
the  supervision  of  the  managers.  Mrs.  Susanna 
Draper  was  chosen  for  this  purpose,  and  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  week  was  to  be  paid  for  the 
board  of  each  child. 

At  this  meeting  too,  the  first  child  Betsey  D., 
was  admitted.  Of  this  child.  Dr.  Stillman  in  his 
anniversary  sermon  says  : — The  first  child  was 
admitted  into  this  Asylum  under  circumstances  ex- 
tremely afiecting.  Having  lost  her  parents  when 
about  five  years  of  age,  she  was  received  by  an 
aunt,  affectionate  but  poor,  who  adopted  her  as  her 
own.  Soon  after  disease  attacked  this  aunt  and  she 
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expected  to  die.  Her  principal  anxiety  now  was 
what  would  become  of  this  destitute  child.  In 
the  moment  of  her  distress,  she  was  visited  by  a 
friend,  who  told  her  that  a place  was  just  establish- 
ed under  the  management  of  the  ladies  of  Boston 
for  female  orphan  children,  and  that  they  would 
certainly  receive  the  child  on  application  being 
made  to  them.  Overjoyed  at  this  unexpected  in- 
formation, she  exclaimed  ‘ Thank  Got ! that  place 
is  provided  for  my  little  girl ! ’ ” 

At  the  next  meeting  two  others  were  admitted. 

At  the  December  meeting,  it  was  recorded  that  a 
child  having  a mother  in  a very  distressed  situation 
was  offered  for  admission.  The  original  design  of 
some  of  the  managers  seems  to  have  been  to  con- 
fine the  privilege  of  admission  to  those  who  had 
“neither  father  nor  mother.”  And  the  record  says 
there  was  much  discussion  on  the  subject.  Some 
advocating  strict  adherence  to  the  rule,  while  others 
pleaded  for  a larger  construction  of  the  term  orphan. 
The  votes  being  taken,  eight  were  found  to  be  in 
favor  of  receiving  the  child  and  five  against  it.  She 
was  accordingly  admitted.  It  may  be  permitted  to 
add  the  following  words  from  the  record  : “ Madam 
Perkins  then  rose  and  laid  on  the  table  a ten  dollar 
bill,  as  a mark  of  her  approbation  of  the  decis- 
ion. This  was  an  act  characteristic  of  that  noble 
minded  lady — the  mother  of  James  and  Thomas 

H.  Perkins,  whose  names  can  never  be  forgot- 
2* 
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ten  while  the  largest  public  institutions  of  their 
native  city  remain  to  attest  their  munificence,  and 
every  cause  of  mercy  might  bear  its  witness  to  their 
charity.  Of  that  charity  the  Asylum  has  been  a 
large  partaker.” 

From  this  time  it  was  never  made  an  objection 
to  the  admission  of  a suifering  child  that  one  of  its 
parents  was  living. 

It  had  been  determined  that  the  anniversary  of 
the  Asylum  should  he  celebrated  with  public  reli- 
gious services  on  the  Friday  preceding  the  last 
Tuesday  of  September,  1801.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stillman,  and  prayers 
were  ofiered  by  Rev.  Drs.  Eckley  and  Morse.  Two 
hymns  written  for  the  occasion  by  Rev.  Dr.  Harris, 
and  an  ode  by  Charles  P.  Sumner,  Esq.,  were  sung. 
The  collection  taken  this  day  was  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  church  was  crowded  and  public  sympa- 
thy much  increased.  Thirteen  children  had  been 
admitted  into  the  Asylum,  and  twelve  were  present 
in  the  church.  It  might  be  interesting  to  inquire 
the  future  fate  of  these  children.  What  can  be  col- 
lected of  it  will  be  found  in  another  place. 
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EAULY  FRIENDS. 

Oq  the  wall  of  the  managers’  room  is  a portrait 
of  Samuel  Smith,  which  his  adopted  son,  the  late 
Samuel  Smith  Barnet,  directed  should  be  presented 
to  the  Asylum  after  his  decease.  And  fitting  in- 
deed it  is  that  his  memory  should  he  held  in  most 
grateful  remembrance.  His  wife  had  consented  at 
the  second  annual  election  of  managers  to  fill  the 
place  of  one  who  had  resigned.  And  very  pleasant 
would  it  be  to  those  who  remember  her  cheerful 
and  benign  countenance,  to  see  the  semblance  of  it 
beside  that  of  her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
felt  the  insutficiency  of  the  means  possessed  by  the 
society ; and  he,  with  unsolicited  kindness  under- 
took to  increase  them  by  obtaining  subscriptions 
from  the  gentlemen  of  Boston.  The  number  of 
merchant  princes”  in  State  street  was  not  then  so 
great  as  now,  but  the  result  of  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars collected  by  Mr.  Smith,  proves  their  spirit  of 
benevolence  and  generosity.  Much  is  due  to  his 
zeal  and  perseverance,  for  the  object  was  unknown 
to  many  and  disapproved  by  some.  We  may  be  al- 
lowed to  notice  that  one  of  the  contributors  on  that 
occasion  sent  several  years  afterwards  from  London 
while  on  a mercantile  visit  to  the  place,  one  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Asylum,  and  is 
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also  one  of  those  who  has  now  given  one  thousand 
for  the  building  of  this  new  orphan’s  home. 

The  sum  collected  by  Mr.  Smith  was  securely 
invested  and  set  apart  as  a building  fund.  Its  fur- 
ther appropriation  will  he  hereafter  noticed. 

The  necessity  of  having  the  society  incorporated 
was  now  felt.  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.  drew  up  a 
form  of  petition  to  the  Legislature.  A committee 
from  the  Senate  conferred  with  the  Board,  and  pro- 
posed that  three  or  five  Trustees,  who  should  have 
the  control  of  the  funds  of  the  Society  should  be 
united  with  them.  To  this  proposition  the  mana- 
gers were  firmly  opposed,  and  it  was  withdrawn. 
Two  ladies  were  deputed  to  wait  on  Theophilus 
Parsons  Esq.  for  his  advice  and  assistance  in  draft- 
ing an  act  of  Incorporation,  which  Judge  Tudor 
offered  to  support  in  the  Senate  ; and  in  1803  it 
was  passed  in  its  present  form. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  Hannah  Stillman  and  others  into  a So- 
ciety, by  the  name  of  the  Boston  Female  Asylum. 

JVhereas.,  Hannah  Stillman  and  a number  of  other  ladies  of 
the  town  of  Boston  have  associated  for  the  charitable  purpose  of 
relieving,  instructing,  employing,  and  assisting  Female  Orphan 
Children  ; and  to  carry  their  Association  into  effect,  have  peti- 
tioned to  be  incorporated  : 

Section  1.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  said  Hannah  Stillman,  and  her  associates,  to- 
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gether  with  such  others,  as  may  become  subscribers  to  the  same 
Institution,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  incorporated  into  a Society,  by  the  name  of  the  Bostok 
Female  Asylum  ; and  by  that  name  shall  be  a Corporation  for- 
ever ; with  power  to  have  a Common  Seal ; to  make  Contracts  re- 
lative to  the  objects  of  that  Institution  ; to  sue  and  be  sued  ; to 
establish  Bye-Laws  and  Orders  for  the  regulation  of  the  said  So- 
ciety, and  the  preservation  and  application  of  the  funds  thereof : — 
Provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  ; to  take,  hold,  and  possess  any  estate,  real 
or  personal,  by  subscription,  gift,  grant,  purchase,  devise,  or  other- 
wise, free  from  taxes,  and  the  same  to  improve,  lease,  exchange, 
or  sell,  and  convey,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  said  Institution  : Pro- 
vided, That  the  value  of  the  real  estate  of  said  Society,  shall  never 
exceed  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars;  and  the  annual  income  of  the 
whole  estate  of  said  Society  shall  not  exceed  Twenty  Thousand 
Dollars. 

Section  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  married  wo- 
man, belonging  to  said  Society,  who  shall,  with  consent  of  her 
husband,  recei  e any  of  the  money,  or  other  property  of  said  So- 
ciety, shall  thereby  render  her  said  husband  accountable  therefor 
to  said  Society  ; and  every  woman,  whether  sole  or  married,  who 
shall  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  funds  of  said  Society,  the  sum  of 
three  dollars,  annually,  shall,  by  such  subscription  and  payment, 
become  a member  of  said  Society ; liable,  however,  to  be  removed 
whenever  she  shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  pay  her  said  annual  sub- 
scription. 

Section  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Society 
shall  meet  in  Boston,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  September,  annually, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing,  by  ballot,  from  their  members,  a First 
and  Second  Directress,  a Treasurer,  a Secretary,  and  a Board  of 
not  less  than  six,  nor  more  than  twelve  Managers ; all  which  Offi- 
cers shall  hold  their  said  offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall 
be  elected  to  succeed  them.  And  the  Managers,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, shall  publish  a notification  of  the  time  and  place  of  each  an- 
nual meeting,  in  two  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  time  of  holding  the  same.  Upon  any  urgent 
occasion,  the  First  or  Second  Directress,  or,  in  their  absence,  the 
Secretary  ; or,  whenever  requested,  in  writing,  by  fifty  members 
of  said  Society,  any  five  of  the  Managers  may  appoint  a Special 
Meeting  of  said  Society ; to  be  notified  in  the  same  manner  as  an- 
nual meetings.  And  at  any  regular  meeting,  the  society  may  re- 
move any  Manager  from  office  ; and,  by  ballot,  fill  any  vacancy  in 
the  Board  of  Managers,  or  any  other  corporate  office  ; — Provided, 
That,  in  case  of  removal,  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  be- 
ing a majority  of  the  whole  Corporation,  shall  concur. 

Section  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Treasurer  of 
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said  Society  shall  always  be  a single  woman,  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  upwards,  and  shall  give  bond  with  sufficient  surety 
or  sureties,  to  account  annually,  or  oftener,  if  required  by  said  So- 
ciety, or  Board  of  Managers,  for  all  money  and  other  property  of 
said  Society  coming  to  her  hands ; and,  in  general,  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  her  said  office  with  fidelity. 

Section  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers, for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  management  and  applica- 
tion of  the  subscriptions,  funds,  and  estate  of  the  Society,  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  this  Institution  ; and  no  sale  or  transfer  of  any 
real  or  personal  estate  of  said  Society  shall  be  valid,  unless  approv- 
ed by  them ; and  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
said  Society,  except  by  their  order.  They  shall  likewise  have  au- 
thority, at  their  discretion,  to  take  into  their  Asylum  such  Female 
Orphan  Children,  as  they  may  judge  suitable  objects  of  charity,  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Institution;  and  also,  to  accept  a sur- 
render, in  writing,  by  the  father,  or,  where  there  is  no  father,  by 
the  mother,  of  any  female  child  or  children,  to  the  care  and  direc- 
tion of  said  Society ; and  to  bind  out,  in  virtuous  families,  until  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  or  marriage  within  that  age,  any  such  or- 
phans, or  children  thus  surrendered,  or  any  female  child,  or  child- 
ren, who,  being  destitute  of  parents  within  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  have  been  relieved  and  supported  by  said  Society;  Pro- 
vided,  That  any  parent,  whose  child  or  children,  during  the  ab- 
sence of  their  said  parents  out  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  have 
received  relief  and  support,  or  been  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  shall 
have  liberty,  on  his  or  her  return,  to  receive  such  child  or  child- 
ren, upon  paying  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  the  expense  in- 
curred in  her,  or  their  relief  and  support,  as  aforesaid.  And  the 
Managers  shall  have  authority  to  establish  any  Rules  and  By- 
Laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  proceedings  of  said  Board,  and  the 
concerns  of  said  Society,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  the  By-Laws  and  Orders  of  said  Society.  Not 
less  than  three  Managers  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  transacting 
business ; and  all  questions  shall  be  decided  by  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  Managers  present. 

Section  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  writ  or  process 
against  said  Corporation  may  be  served  by  the  Officer’s  leaving  an 
attested  copy  thereof  with  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society,  or  at  her 
usual  place  of  residence,  thirty  days  before  the  return-days  thereof; 
and  the  said  Treasurer,  or  any  agent  appointed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Society,  or  by  the  Managers,  may  appear,  by  attorney,  and 
defend  or  prosecute  any  suit  in  behalf  of  said  Society. 

Section  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  Instruments  of 
Conveyance  or  Contract,  which  may  lawfully  be  made  by  said  So- 
ciety, if  approved  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  shall  be  signed  by 
the  First  or  Second  Directress,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary; 
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and,  if  necessary,  sealed  with  the  common  Seal  of  said  Society; 
and,  when  so  executed,  shall  bind  the  said  Society,  and  be  valid 
in  Law. 

Section  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  Hannah  Stillman^ 
shall  continue  First  Directress  ; Sarah  Bowdoin,  Second  Direc- 
tress ; Elizabeth  Perkins^  Treasurer ; Elizabeth  T/mrston,  Secre- 
tary ; Marij  Hubbard^  Sarah  Parkman^  Hannah  Smith,  Mary  Gray, 
Abigail  May,  Margaret  JVhitioell,  Elizabeth  Dorr,  Mary  Grew, 
Ann  Green,  Margaret  Cooper,  and  Elizabeth  Goodwin,  Managers ; 
until  the  last  Tuesday  of  September  next,  and  until  a new  elec- 
tion shall  be  made  as  aforesaid  ; and  shall  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  invested,  during  said  time,  with  all  the  powers  which  are 
herein  given  to  the  Managers  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  So- 
ciety. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  25,  1803. 
This  Bill  having  had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

JOHN  C.  JONES,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  February  26,  1803. 

This  Bill  having  had  two  several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

DAVID  COBB,  President. 


February  26,  1803. 

By  the  Governor  approved, 

CALEB  STRONG. 


A true  copy.  Attest, 

JOHN  AVERY,  Secretary. 


Of  all  the  ladies  whose  names  appear  in  the  act 
of  Incorporation,  not  one  now  remains  on  earth. 
Many  of  them  took  an  active  interest  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  society  even  to  the  close  of  their  lives. 
And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  firm  foundation 
on  which  this  charity  rests,  both  in  its  pecuniary 
resources  and  excellent  management,  is  owing  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  personal  characters  and  individ- 
ual labors,  of  those  whose  hearts  and  hands  were 
so  warmly  engaged  in  its  cause  ; whose  benevo- 
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lence  always  took  counsel  of  prudence,  and  whose 
zeal  was  guided  by  judgment.  They  watched  over 
its  beginnings  with  unceasing  care,  and  the  Asy- 
lum, next  after  their  own  homes,  was  the  dearest 
object  of  their  interest  and  eifort.  They  did  not 
merely  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Their 
work  was  both  “ in  season  and  out  of  season.” 
With  their  own  hands  they  cut,  made,  and  mended 
the  clothes  of  their  orphan  charge.  Some  of  the 
daughters  of  those  excellent  women  well  remember 
the  large  baskets  of  “Asylum  work”  that  they  have 
seen  in  the  apartments  of  their  mothers.  One  after 
another  they  have  passed  away,  and  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  add,  that  their  spirit  of  faithfulness  and  love 
has  never  deserted  their  successors. 

It  may  not  be  improper  more  particularly  to  men- 
tion the  members  of  this  board. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Stillman. — The  important  part 
taken  by  Madam  Stillman  in  establishing  this  Insti- 
tution, has  already  been  told.  At  the  first  meeting 
she  was  unanimously  chosen  its  presiding  officer. 
How  much  ardor,  intelligence,  prudence  and  activi- 
ty she  devoted  to  its  service,  the  records  of  the  So- 
ciety abundantly  testify.  Even  at  an  age  consider- 
ably advanced  beyond  four  score  years,  she  retained 
together  with  an  uncommon  possession  of  mental 
faculties,  the  most  deep  and  lively  interest  in  this 
offspring  of  her  declining  years.  On  account  of  in- 
creased infirmities  during  the  last  years  of  her  life, 
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she  several  times  proposed  to  resign  her  office  ; but 
her  resignation  was  not  accepted,  and  she  was  an- 
nually re-elected  First  Directress,  until  her  death  in 
March,  1821. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Bowdoin,  wife  of  Hon.  James  Bow- 
doin,  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  In  1801 
she  was  chosen  Second  Directress,  which  office  she 
filled  until  September,  1803,  when  she  resigned. 
The  following  extract  from  a vote  passed  on  that 
occasion,  will  show  the  estimation  in  which  she 
was  held.  She  was  thanked  for  the  very  impor- 
tant services  rendered  to  the  Institution  while  in  its 
infancy,  by  giving  it  her  name  and  influence  ; and 
for  her  persevering  exertions  for  two  years  in  the 
office  of  Second  Directress,”  and  much  regret  was 
expressed  at  the  resignation  of  so  useful  and  valua- 
ble a member. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perkins,  has  already  been  men- 
tioned. She  was  chosen  Treasurer  in  1801,  and 
continued  to  fill  that  office  most  acceptably  until  in 
consequence  of  impaired  health,  she  resigned  it  in 
1 806  ; but  she  consented  to  serve  as  manager.  The 
following  vote  was  passed  at  a meeting  of  the 
Board,  in  May,  1807,  when  the  intelligence  of  her 
death  was  received,  and  is  inserted  as  indicating  the 
peculiar  respect  paid  to  her  memory.  Voted ^ “ That 
the  officers  of  this  Institution  wear  a badge  of  mourn- 
ing, for  the  term  of  seventy-one  days,  from  the  28th 
current,  in  token  of  their  high  consideration  and  re- 
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spect  for  the  virtues  of  the  deceased  ; and  of  their 
gratefui  and  affectionate  sense  of  her  liberal  and  es- 
sential patronage  as  a founder  and  friend  of  the  Bos- 
ton Female  Asylum,  in  which  she  ably  sustained 
the  successive  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Manager 
' from  its  organization  to  her  decease.” 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thurston,  was  chosen  Secre- 
tary in  1801.  The  records  of  the  two  years  in 
which  she  filled  this  office  bear  witness  to  her  faith- 
fulness and  ability.  She  resigned  in  1803,  but  con- 
tinued as  Manager  and  Collecting  Secretary,  essen- 
tially to  serve  the  Institution  in  various  ways  until 
1828,  when  in  consequence  of  leaving  the  city,  she 
withdrew  from  the  Board. 

Mrs.  Mary  Hubbard. — On  the  resignation  of 
Mrs.  Bowdoin  in  1803,  this  lady  was  chosen  Second 
Directress,  which  office  she  sustained  until  her  death 
in  1808.  The  following  tribute  is  extracted  from  a 
much  longer  notice  on  the  record.  “ Her  benevo- 
lent and  judicious  counsels,  the  firmness  of  her 
mind,  and  the  sensibility  of  her  heart,  secured  to 
her  the  respect  and  affection  of  her  associated 
friends,  and  will  ever  endear  her  memory  to  them.” 

Mrs.  Sarah  Parkman,  wife  of  Samuel  Parkman, 
Esq.  To  this  lady  and  to  her  husband,  this  Socie- 
ty is  most  largely  indebted.  She  was  persuaded  in 
1816,  to  take  the  office  of  Second  Directress,  vacat- 
ed by  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  May.  On  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Stillman,  in  1821,  she  was  chosen  First 
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Directress,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  her 
death  in  1835.  The  subjoined  notice  is  taken  from 
the  record  of  July  of  that  year.  ‘‘  She  was  among 
the  first  of  those  who  founded  the  Asylum  and  en- 
gaged in  its  management.  Her  fellow  laborers  of 
that  period  have  one  after  another  departed,  and  she 
who  was  alone  left  of  them,  has  now  been  called  to 
her  rest  and  her  reward.  Her  later  associates  in  the 
same  work  of  love,  will  long  remember  her  gentle- 
ness, her  charity,  her  thoughtfulness  for  others,  her 
constant  endeavor  to  do  good  ; and  it  may  be  per- 
mitted to  add,  the  sincerity  of  her  heart,  with  which 
in  all  her  varied  intercourse,  she  followed  the  apos- 
tolic injunction,  ‘ Be  courteous.’  ” 

Mrs.  Hannah  Smith. — One  of  the-services  ren- 
dered by  her  husband,  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  has 
already  been  mentioned.  But  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  speak  in  this  brief  sketch,  of  all  that  was 
done  in  various  ways  by  these  distinguished  bene- 
factors. Mrs.  Smith  would  take  no  office  but  that 
of  manager,  and  this  she  filled  with  the  devotedness 
of  a mother.  Her  spirit  was  always  hopeful  and 
confiding.  When  the  question  would  be  sometimes 
asked  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  proposal  to  admit  a 
new  applicant,  will  our  funds  allow  us  to  take 
her  ?”  the  encouraging  words  of  Mrs.  Smith  always 
were,  Oh  ! draw  on  my  bank  of  faith.”  Her  faith 
that  provision  would  be  made  for  these  children  of 
want,  was  indeed  inexhaustible  ; and  this  faith  was 
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fully  accompanied  by  works.  The  First  Directress 
communicated  to  the  Board  the  intelligence  of  her 
sudden  death,  April  1817,  in  an  affecting  address, 
concluding  with  the  words  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gar- 
diner chose  as  the  text  of  a sermon,  which  he  deliv- 
ered at  her  funeral,  This  woman  was  full  of  good 
works  and  alms  deeds  which  she  did.” 

Mrs.  Mary  Gray,  wife  of  John  Gray,  Esq.  She 
brought  to  the  aid  of  of  this  charity  intelligence  and 
energy  of  no  ordinary  kind.  When  the  number  of 
subscribers  rendered  the  additional  charge  of  obtain- 
ing the  subscriptions  too  burthensome  to  the  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Gray  was  the  first  to  perform  the  duty  of 
Collecting  Secretary.  She  served  as  manager  until 
1809,  when  her  resignation  was  received  with  great 
regret. 

Mrs.  Abigail  May,  wife  of  Col.  John  May.  As- 
sociated from  the  beginning  with  the  venerable 
founder  of  the  Institution,  Mrs.  May  shared  largely 
in  the  labor  of  protecting  and  rearing  its  infancy  ; 
assisting  its  growth,  and  endeavoring  always  to  pro- 
mote its  usefulness.  On  the  death  of  Madam  Hub- 
bard in  1808,  she  was  chosen  Second  Directress, 
which  office  she  filled  until  her  death  in  January, 
1824.  It  is  said  of  her  in  the  record  of  that  month. 

Those  who  have  been  her  companions  will  not 
soon  forget  the  mild  dignity  of  her  deportment,  the 
steadiness  of  her  principles,  or  the  warmth  of  her 
benevolence.  They  will  remember  the  kind  con- 
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sideration  and  care  for  others,  which  neither  her 
own  repeated  afflictions,  nor  bodily  infirmities  could 
weaken  into  indifference,  or  turn  into  selfishness, 
and  they  will  rejoice  in  those  high  motives  and 
hopes,  which  as  they  guided  her  in  life,  supported 
her  in  death,  and  render  her  memory  dear  to  all 
who  believe  she  has  gone  to  share  the  reward  of 
those  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing 
seek  for  glory  and  honor  and  immortality.” 

Mrs.  Margaret  Whitwell. — This  venerable  la- 
dy was  also  one  of  thh  first  associates  in  this  char- 
ity ; which  she  faithfully  served  as  manager  until 
her  death  in  December,  1809. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dorr,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Dorr, 
Esq.  She  earnestly  engaged  in  founding  this  Asy- 
lum, and  was  chosen  at  its  organization  Second  Di- 
rectress, which  place  she  filled  one  year  ; afterward 
serving  as  manager  until  1828,  when  the  state  of 
her  health  obliged  her  to  withdraw.  To  this  lady 
the  society  is  indebted  for  the  fine  portrait  of  Mad- 
am Stillman,  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  now  in  the  mana- 
gers’ room.  This  distinguished  artist  is  said  to 
have  taken  great  interest  in  the  subject,  and  to  have 
executed  the  work  for  much  less  than  his  usual  com- 
pensation. In  the  vote  of  thanks  sent  to  Mrs.  Dorr 
on  receiving  the  picture  accompanied  by  a letter 
from  her,  it  is  said ; that  while  this  speaking  rep- 
resentation of  the  First  Directress  is  so  highly  valu- 
ed, it  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  she  through  whose 
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means  it  was  obtained,  has  always  herself  been  an 
active  associate  in  her  labors.” 

Mrs.  Mary  Grew. — This  lady  resigned  her  place 
at  the  Board,  in  consequence  of  removal  from  the 
city  in  1809.  The  regret  expressed  at  her  loss  was 
accompanied  by  “ heartfelt  thanks  for  her  services, 
and  acknowledgment  of  obligation  to  her  as  Collect- 
ing Secretary  the  two  previous  years.” 

Mrs.  Ann  Green,  wife  of  Richard  Green,  Esq. 
One  of  the  first  promoters  and  earnest  friends  of  the 
Asylum,  which  she  served  faithfully  as  manager  till 
1822,  when  ill  health  compelled  her  to  resign. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Cooper. — This  lady  was  elect- 
ed manager  in  1802,  and  served  one  year. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Goodwin,  wife  of  Ozias  Good- 
win, Esq.,  has  been  noticed  as  one  of  the  origina- 
tors of  this  Institution.  She  served  most  devotedly 
as  manager  until  1806,  when  to  the  regret  of  her 
friends,  she  resigned. 

Among  the  thanks  offered  to  friends  at  the  close 
of  the  first  year  we  find  acknowledgments  of  the 
services  as  Physician,  of  Dr.  N.  Smith,  to  those  of 
the  children  who  had  been  ill.  His  wife,  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Smith j was  the  first  Secretary  to  the  Board,  but 
resigned  at  the  close  of  the  year.  She  was  elected 
Manager  in  1809,  and  served  as  Collecting  Secretary 
until  1817,  when  her  removal  from  the  city  depriv- 
ed the  Society  of  her  valuable  aid. 

In  1801,  Dr.  James  Jackson  kindly  offered  his 
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professional  services,  which  were  gratefully  received, 
and  continued  them  until  1806,  when  the  pressure 
of  other  business  obliged  him  to  resign  the  charge. 
The  attendance  of  Dr.  Thomas  Parker  was  then 
gratefully  accepted,  and  was  continued  two  years. 

In  1810,  Dr.  G.  C.  Shattuck  offered  his  services 
to  the  Asylum;  and  great  as  have  been  the  benefits 
professionally  conferred  by  him,  they  are  but  a part 
of  those  which  as  a friend  and  benefactor,  he  has 
bestowed  with  unsparing  benevolence  for  thirty- 
four  years.  His  son,  for  the  last  two  years,  has 
served  in  connexion  with  his  father. 

Other  friends,  equally  worthy  of  commemoration, 
have  at  different  times  given  essential  aid.  The 
records  of  them  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely. 
But  our  limits  forbid  even  a passing  notice  of  them. 


MATRONS  AND  TEACHERS. 


The  children  continued  under  the  care  of  Miss 
Draper,  until  February,  1802,  when  her  terms  being 
considered  too  high,  they  were  removed  to  the 
charge  of  Mrs.  Ann  Baker,  who  took  them  at  one 
dollar  per  week.  Mrs.  Baker  died  in  August,  1803, 
and  Miss  Rebecca  Rockwell  was  chosen  to  supply 
her  place.  In  consequence  of  representations  after- 
ward made  by  Miss  Rockwell,  that  her  compensa- 
tion was  not  sufficient,  it  was  voted  in  January, 
1804,  that  the  rent  of  the  house  occupied  as  an  Asy- 
lum should  be  paid  from  the  interest  of  the  build- 
ing fund.  And  in  consequence  of  a larger  number 
of  children,  she  was  afterward  allowed  an  assistant 
instructress. 

The  plan  of  boarding  the  children,  had  been  sug- 
gested by  necessity,  when  the  funds  were  insuffi- 
cient for  the  adoption  of-  any  other  method ; and 
the  number  of  orphans  was  small.  Both  were  now 
much  increased,  and  a change  was  determined  on. 
One  of  the  most  efficient  agents  in  advocating  and 
carrying  into  effect  this  change,  was  Mrs.  James 
Perkins.  She  came  into  the  management  of  the 
Asylum  in  1806,  and  continued  to  serve  it  with 
great  energy  and  ability  until  1822,  when  the  death 
of  her  lamented  husband  and  her  own  ill  health,  in- 
duced her  to  retire  from  the  office  she  had  so  well 
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filled.  In  reply  to  the  expression  of  sympathy  from 
the  Board,  and  to  their  wish  that  she  would  still 
retain  her  place  among  them,  she  used  these  words ; 
“ if  God  in  his  goodness  sees  fit  to  restore  me  to  my 
former  usefulness,  I shall  not  refuse  to  exert  myself 
for  an  Institution  I so  much  approve,  and  where  I 
have  been  a manager  nearly  eighteen  years.  I 
might  make  this  a plea  for  declining ; but  while 
any  thing  remains  to  he  done  I feel  that  I have  not 
done  enough.^^ 

The  Matron  first  appointed  under  the  new  ar- 
rangement, was  Miss  Tryphena  Williams,  who  per- 
formed the  various  duties  of  her  office  in  a very  sat- 
isfactory manner,  and  her  death  in  1811  was  greatly 
regretted.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Susanna 
Bacon,  who  continued  to  occupy  the  place  until 
1822,  when  she  resigned,  and  Miss  Hunting  was 
chosen.  On  the  marriage  of  Miss  Hunting,  who 
had  secured  the  confidence  and  regard  of  the  Board, 
choice  was  made  of  Miss  Lucy  Bancroft,  who  filled 
the  place  with  much  energy  and  ability.  On  her 
resignation,  the  present  excellent  Matron,  Miss  Ju- 
lia Meloon  took  the  place,  which  she  has  filled  with 
the  fidelity  of  a mother. 

The  Teachers  had  been  more  frequently  changed 
until  Miss  Eliza  Blanchard  undertook  the  charge. 
She  discharged  her  duties  in  a most  exemplary 
manner  until  1836,  when  she  resigned,  and  her  sis- 
ter Miss  Jerusha  Blanchard,  has  since  occupied  the 
place  with  equal  success. 
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HOMES. 

In  July,  1811,  a special  meeting  was  called,  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  purchasing  an  estate  be- 
longing to  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Sargent,  Esq.,  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  house  then  occupi- 
ed as  an  Asylum.  Messrs.  Samuel  Smith,  Samuel 
Parkman,  William  Smith,  Benjamin  West,  William 
Thurston,  with  Col.  John  May  and  Col.  Joseph 
May,  were  appointed  a committee  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary inquiries  and  negociations.  At  their  recom- 
mendation, the  estate  was  purchased  for  twelve 
thousand  dollars.  The  gentlemen  not  only  trans- 
acted the  business  relative  to  the  purchase,  but  at- 
tended to  such  alterations  and  repairs  as  were  neces- 
sary to  make  the  house  a suitable  and  comfortable 
abode  for  so  large  a family ; the  number  of  children 
being  then  between  thirty  and  forty.  It  has  been 
mentioned  that  the  nine  thousand  dollars  obtained 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Smith  had  been  set  apart 
as  a Building  Fund.”  From  the  interest  of  this, 
the  rent  of  the  houses  occupied  had  since  1804  been 
paid,  and  now  amounted  to  $9,590  98.  The  bal- 
ance, to  meet  the  purchase  of  the  estate,  was  taken 
from  the  Donation  fund — which  fund  had  been 
formed  by  the  bequests  and  donations  at  various 
times  made  to  the  society.  The  number  of  annual 
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subscribers  was  then  four  hundred  and  seventy-two, 
and  the  amount  received  from  them  nearly  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institu- 
tion. But  from  this  time  the  number  gradually  di- 
minished, from  causes  in  no  way  affecting  the  gen- 
eral estimation  in  which  this  charity  is  held.  The 
most  obvious  of  these  are,  the  death  of  old  friends, 
the  new  societies  which  claimed  their  share  of  pat- 
ronage, and  the  opinion  that  the  Asylum  was  very 
well  off,”  and  did  not  so  much  as  others,  need  their 
contributions.  The  number  of  subscribers  is  now 
ordy  sixty-one. 

The  purchase  of  this  estate  proved  in  every  re- 
spect most  advantageous. 

The  Asylum  had  been  first  established  in  a house 
in  Pleasant  street ; then  removed  to  an  old  house  in 
Summer  street ; then  to  another  in  South  street ; 
and  afterwards  to  a more  commodious  building  in 
Lincoln  street,  from  which  it  was  transferred  to  the 
estate,  which  the  Society  for  the  first  time  could 
call  its  own.  And  well  has  this  house  for  thirty- 
three  years  answered  its  purpose  ; although  old  and 
often  needing  repairs,  it  might  still  have  continued 
to  do  so  for  several  years  to  come,  but  for'  changes 
in  its  immediate  neighborhood,  which  could  be 
neither  controlled  nor  foreseen. 
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INVESTMENT  OF  FUNDS. 

On  the  resignation  of  Madam  Perkins  in  1806, 
invitations  to  take  the  office  of  Treasurer  were  un- 
successfully offered  to  several  ladies.  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Davis  at  length  consented  to  assume  its  responsibi- 
lities. She  filled  the  place  with  most  scrupulous 
fidelity  and  deep  interest  for  the  Society  until  her 
resignation,  a few  weeks  before  her  death  in  1825. 
Thus  rendering  nearly  twenty  years  of  most  impor- 
tant service. 

The  funds  were  then  vested  in  various  stocks  and 
public  securities,  which  rendered  the  charge  of  them 
a complicated  and  anxious  duty  for  a lady ; and 
such  as  required  the  aid  of  one  acquainted  with  their 
fluctuating  value  and  the  general  state  of  business. 
Such  aid  the  Treasurer  found  in  Benjamin  W est. 
Esq.  It  was  given  silently,  but  most  effectually, 
through  the  whole  term  of  office  of  this  respected 
lady. 

His  mother,  wife  of  Rev.  Dr,  West,  was  one  of  the 
first  managers,  and  although  on  account  of  the  ill- 
ness of  her  husband,  she  was  obliged  to  resign  her 
office  at  the  close  of  the  second  year,  she  resumed 
it  in  1809  and  continued  her  service  until  her  death 
in  1821,  This  digression  seems  due  to  the  mem- 
ory of  these  faithful  and  tried  friends. 
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The  reasons  above  mentioned  which  rendered  it 
difficult  for  a lady  to  manage  the  funds,  and  the 
consideration  that  it  is  more  important  to  the  Insti- 
tution, that  they  should  be  safely  invested,  than 
that  they  should  produce  the  largest  possible  in- 
come, led  to  the  proposal  of  placing  the  whole 
amount  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance Company.  A committee  of  ladies  was  ap- 
pointed to  consult  the  Hon.  Judge  Prescott,  Messrs. 
Israel  Thorndike,  Ebenezer  Francis  and  Benjamin 
West,  on  the  subject.  They  reported  that  these 
gentlemen  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
time  was  favorable  for  selling  the  stocks  ; that  in- 
vesting the  proceeds  in  the  manner  proposed,  would 
render  the  management  much  more  easy  ; that  the 
money  would  be  equally  safe,  and  much  more  pro- 
ductive than  before.  The  change  was  accordingly 
made,  the  stocks  sold,  and  the  amount  of  f 45,500 
invested  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance Company.  In  conducting  this  business,  the 
Board  was  under  great  obligations  to  the  gentle- 
men before  named  ; and  the  kindness  shown  by  Dr. 
Bowditch  on  the  occasion,  gives  to  the  Society  the 
privilege  of  adding  his  distinguished  name  to  the 
list  of  its  benefactors. 

The  pleasure  produced  by  the  acceptance  of  Miss 
Harriet  Otis  of  the  office  of  Treasurer,  in  February, 
1825,  was  soon  turned  into  mourning.  She  died 
greatly  lamented,  in  April,  1826.  Her  sister.  Miss 
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Mary  Otis,  kindly  consented  to  take  her  place, 
which  she  has  since  filled.  And  this  simple  notice 
must  stand  in  place  of  the  acknowledgement  of  her 
services,  which  must  not  here  be  more  definitely 
made. 
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RELIEF  FUND. 

In  January,  1839,  a report  was  made  respecting  a 
young  woman  who  had  been  a subject  of  this  char- 
ity. She  had  served  her  apprenticeship,  with  a 
very  good  character,  although  with  feeble  health,  in 
a family  where  she  was  treated  with  great  kindness. 
When  she  left  these  friends,  she  was  only  able  to 
do  such  light  work  as  commands  but  small  compen- 
sation. Becoming  more  sick,  a place  was  obtained 
for  her  in  the  Hospital,  where  she  remained  a long 
time,  but  was  at  length  discharged  as  incurable. 
One  of  the  managers  had  visited  her  at  the  Hospi- 
tal, and  on  leaving  it  procured  for  her  a comfortable 
home.  On  representation  of  the  case,  assistance 
was  given  to  pay  her  board,  and  care  was  taken  of 
her,  until  her  death  some  few  weeks  after,  by  means 
of  the  same  charity  which  had  protected  her  child- 
hood. This  case  is  particularly  mentioned,  because 
in  connexion  with  the  remembrance  of  similar  ones, 
it  led  to  a proposal  for  making  provision  for  those 
beneficiaries  who  become  weakened  in  the  way  of 
life  ; many  of  whom  have  no  friends  but  those 
found  in  the  Asylum,  and  would  therefore  in  a time 
of  sickness  or  need,  have  no  resource  but  the  Alms- 
house. A vote  was  passed  that  all  the  money  re- 
ceived for  the  work  of  the  children,  including  the 
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annual  September  sale,  should  be  placed  in  a sepa- 
rate fund,  the  interest  of  which  might  be  used  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Board,  for  the  relief  of  such  of 
the  orphans  as  shall  be  found  to  need  and  deserve 
assistance.”  Much  interest  has  been  felt  by  the  lit- 
tle girls  in  this  arrangement,  and  it  has  been  a mo- 
tive for  increased  diligence  in  the  preparation  of 
articles  for  the  purpose,  proving  that  holy  sympa- 
thies and  affections  are  neither  limited  to  age, 
wealth,  nor  station. 

Aid  has  been  given  in  five  instances,  to  comfort 
the  bed  of  sickness,  or  give  relief  to  the  accidental 
pressure  of  want.  One  of  those  so  relieved  from 
this  source,  died  soon  after  her  case  became  known, 
and  her  little  orphan  girl  was  received  into  the  same 
home  that  had  sheltered  the  youth  of  its  mother. 
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ANNIVERSARIES. 

Among  the  means  which  early  brought  the  Asy- 
lum into  notice  and  regard,  must  be  mentioned  the 
public  celebration  of  the  anniversaries,  and  the  ser- 
mons of  the  gentlemen  who  thus  lent  most  impor- 
tant aid  to  its  cause.  The  method  followed  in  pro- 
viding a preacher  for  the  occasion,  was  to  apply  to 
the  clergymen  of  all  denominations,  according  to 
seniority  of  settlement  in  the  ministry.  If  therefore 
any  names  are  found  wanting  in  the  following  list, 
it  is  because  those  invited  were  from  some  cause 
unable  to  comply  with  the  request,  and  not  that  it 
was  not  made  to  all.  The  name  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lathrop  will  be  twice  found.  This  was  in  conse- 
quence of  disappointment  from  the  sickness  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Cary,  who  had  engaged  to  preach,  and  several 
other  applications  being  ineffectual.  Delays  in  ob- 
taining answers  brought  the  time  within  a few  days 
of  the  anniversary,  when  the  ladies  made  known 
the  circumstance  to  their  venerable  friend,  who 
consented  a second  time  to  plead  for  the  orphan. 

Rev.  Dr.  Stillman  preached  the  Anniversary  Sermon,  Sept.,  1801 
Rev.  Dr.  Eckley  “ “ “ “ “ 1802 

Rev.  Dr.  Parker  “ “ “ “ “ 1803 

Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop  “ “ “ “ “ 1804 

Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  “ “ “ “ “ 1805 

4* 
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Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin  preached  the  Anniversary  Sermon,  Sept.,  1806 
Rev.  Dr.  Morse  « “ » “ “ 1807 

Rev.  Dr.  Freeman  “ “ “ “ “ 1808 


A single  instance  of  the  effect  produced  by  Dr. 
Freeman’s  sermon,  may  not  be  inappropriate.  A 
little  girl,  nine  years  old,  hearing  the  sermon  on 
this  occasion,  was  induced  to  wish  that  she  had 
taken  from  her  small  store  a much  larger  sum  than 
that  which  she  had  previously  thought  to  be  as 
much  as  she  could  conveniently  spare.  The  feeling 
that  she  ought  to  have  given  more  than  nine  pence 
dwelt  upon  her  mind,  when  on  leaving  the  church 
she  found  a quarter  of  a dollar,  which  she  supposed 
to  have  been  dropped  by  some  person  who  intend- 
ed it  as  a contribution.  On  returning  home  she 
added  to  it  a dollar  she  had  carefully  saved,  and 
sent  both  as  a donation  to  the  Asylum. 


Rev.  Dr.  Gardiner,  . . 1809 

Rev.  Mr.  Buckminster,  . 1810 

Rev.  Mr.  Lowell,  . . . 1811- 

Rev.  Mr.  Eaton,  . . . 1812 

Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  . . . 1813 

Rev.  Mr.  Huntington,  . 1814 

Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop,  . . . 1815 

Rev.  Dr.  Holley,  . . . 1816 

Rev.  Dr.  Sharp,  . . . 1817 

Rev.  Dr.  Parkman,  . . 1818 

Rev.  Dr.  Frothingham,  . 1819 

Rev.  H.  Ware,  jr.  . . . 1820 


Rev.  Prof.  Everett,  . . 1821 

Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont,  . . 1822 

Rev.  Dr.  Palfrey,  . . . 1823 

Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  . . . 1824 

Rev.  Dr.  Greenwood,  . 1825 

Rev.  Dr.  Gannett,  . . . 1826 

Rev.  Mr.  Young,  . . . 1827 

Rev.  Mr.  Barrett,  . . . 1828 

Rev.  Mr.  Dean,  . . . 1829 

Rev.  Mr.  Gray,  . . . 1830 

Rev.  R.  W.  Emerson,  . 1831 

Rev.  Dr  Hopkins,  . . 1832 


The  interest  of  these  anniversary  occasions  was 
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much  increased  by  original  hymns  from  time  to 
time  contributed  by  friends  of  the  Institution,  for 
which  many  thanks  are  due. 

In  1833  it  was  Voted^  that  in  consequence  of  the 
many  recent  claims  on  public  notice  and  benevo- 
lence, the  public  celebration  of  this  long  favored 
charity  should  be  for  this  year  omitted.  In  1834, 
this  was  again  done.  In  1835,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wain- 
wright,  then  a resident  in  Boston,  preached. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  estimate  the  encourage- 
ment and  aid  thus  given  by  these  kind  and  able 
friends.  But  as  circumstances  changed,  the  expedi- 
ency of  continuing  the  practice  became  doubtful. 
While  it  was  a novelty,  and  indeed  several  times 
after  that  attraction  ceased,  the  occasion  drew 
crowded  audiences  and  large  contributions,  which 
were  at  that  time  much  needed.  Now  it  had  taken 
its  place  among  /the  permanent  establishments  of 
our  city,  other  charities  had  sprung  up,  with  their 
annual  demands  on  the  benevolent,  and  for  assist- 
ance the  Asylum  was  thought  no  longer  to  need. 
Public  interest  in  the  occasion  evidently  diminish- 
ed ; the  subject  had  become  trite,  and  it  was  with 
reluctance  that  an  added  claim  was  made  on  those 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  whose  duties  were  so  many 
and  who  had  already  done  so  much.  It  was  at 
length  determined,  that  it  was  better  no  longer  to 
bring  the  Institution  yearly  before  the  public,  with 
the  chance  of  a scanty  welcome,  or  a question  of  its 
need. 
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Since  1835  a more  private  celebration  has  been 
annually  held  at  the  Asylum.  The  meeting  is 
opened  with  religious  services,  and  those  of  the 
children  who  have  not  before  received  the  rite,  are 
baptised.  The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are 
chosen ; and  there  is  an  exhibition  and  sale  of  vari- 
ous articles  made  by  the  orphans.  It  is  much  to 
be  wished  that  these  occasions  might  be  more  gen- 
erally attended  by  the  few  subscribers  that  remain  ; 
it  is  believed  that  their  coming  together  might  be 
not  only  interesting  to  themselves,  but  in  many 
ways  highly  useful  to  the  Institution. 
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RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 

It  may  be  well  to  answer  the  questions  sometimes 
asked,  respecting  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
children.  This  has  always  been  a subject  of  deep 
interest  to  those  who  have  had  the  direction  of  the 
Asylum.  The  first  managers  were  indeed  of  vari- 
ous religious  denominations ; hut  they  held  in  com- 
mon a most  devout  and  catholic  spirit.  They  re- 
membered the  injunction  of  him  who  said  suffer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,”  and  they  believed 
that  such  were  brought  to  him,  not  by  teaching  the 
dogmas  of  any  particular  sect,  but  by  representa- 
tions of  the  Father’s  love,  and  the  example  and  pre- 
cepts of  his  blessed  Son,  as  taught  in  the  Gospel ; 
by  teaching  the  great  principles  of  faith  and  hope 
in  which  all  Christians  agree,  rather  than  the  minor 
points  in  which  they  differ,  and  which  the  intellect 
of  the  child  cannot  comprehend.  They  have  been 
followed  in  this  respect  by  those  who  have  succeeded 
them.  There  has  been  no  change,  and  so  far  as  is 
known,  no  wish  to  change  the  course. 

A remarkable  instance  of  this  unity  of  spirit,  com- 
bined with  difference  of  religious  belief,  occurred  in 
1810.  The  governess  and  her  assistant  addressed  a 
memorial  to  the  Board,  requesting  that  they  and  the 
children  might  be  removed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffin’s 
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church,  as  they  did  not  think  that  the  Gospel 
could  be  preached  by  any  who  do  not  believe  in 
regeneration,  election  and  decrees.”  This  request 
was  negatived  without  a single  dissenting  vote. 
The  granting  it,  was  considered  dangerous  as  a pre- 
cedent, and  in  every  way  inexpedient.  At  the 
same  time  a wish  was  expressed,  to  lay  no  restraint 
on  the  consciences  of  the  applicants,  and  permission 
was  given,  that  leaving  the  charge  of  the  children 
alternately  one  to  the  other,  each  might  a part  of 
the  time  worship  and  commune  at  the  place  she 
preferred. 

The  house  first  occupied  as  an  Asylum  being  in 
Pleasant  street,  the  nearest  place  of  public  worship 
was  the  church  in  Hollis  street,  then  under  the  care 
of  Rev.  Dr.  West,  and  was  most  naturally  thought 
the  proper  place  for  the  children  to  attend.  Ap- 
plication was  accordingly  made  for  a pew  in  that 
church,  one  in  the  gallery  was  offered  free  of  taxes 
for  the  accommodation  of  Miss  Draper  and  the 
children.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  their  resi- 
dence being  changed  and  their  number  increased, 
application  was  made  for  two  pews  in  the  Brattle 
street  church,  where  Rev.  Dr.  Thacher  was  minis- 
ter. These  were  obtained  for  one  year  by  paying 
the  taxes.  Being  then  offered  pews  free  of  expense 
at  the  Old  South,  then  Dr.  Eckley’s,  the  children 
were  removed  to  that  church,  where  they  were 
most  kindly  accommodated.  But  in  1809  an  alter- 
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teration  was  made  in  the  church,  the  pews  the  or- 
phans had  occupied  were  sold,  and  although  others 
were  assigned  them,  these  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  numbers  of  the  children  were  insufficient, 
and  did  not  in  any  respect  so  well  accommodate 
them. 

As  early  as  1805,  when  the  Asylum  was  remov- 
ed to  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  New 
South  Church,  then  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkland’s,  a very 
kind  note  was  received  from  Stephen  Higginson, 
Esq.,  offering  five  seats  in  that  church  whenever  it 
might  be  on  account  of  bad  weather  or  for  any 
cause,  convenient  to  use  them.  It  was  understood 
that  they  might  be  permanently  obtained.  The 
nearness  of  the  New  South  Church  and  the  better 
situation  of  the  pews,  induced  a removal,  which 
was  made  with  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
kindness  received  at  the  Old  South  for  the  last  six 
years,  both  from  the  society  and  its  respected  pastor. 

The  children  continued  to  attend  this  church, 
where  pews  were  afterwards  purchased,  until  it  was 
taken'  down  in  1814.  An  offer  of  seats  in  the 
Chauncey  Place  Church  until  the  New  South  should 
be  rebuilt,  was  then  obtained  through  the  agency 
of  Mrs.  William  Smith,  and  is  remembered  as 
among  the  many  services  rendered  by  this  faithful 
and  devoted  manager,  during  the  twenty-five  years 
that  she  filled  the  office  to  which  she  was  elected  in 
1809  ; to  which  she  gave  the  labors  of  her  days  of 
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strength,  and  with  undiminished  interest  the  coun- 
sels of  her  experienced  age,  until  her  death  in  1836. 

After  the  church  was  rebuilt,  the  children  return- 
ed to  the  New  South,  but  in  consequence  of  their 
still  increased  numbers  the  pews  in  1819  became 
insufficient  and  some  were  obliged  to  remain  at 
home.  Application  was  made  for  another  pew,  but 
all  were  occupied.  Recourse  was  then  had  to  the 
committee  of  the  church  in  Chauncey  Place,  and  on 
application  to  the  venerable  Deacon  Morrill  to  know 
if  the  Asylum  children  could  be  there  accommodat- 
ed, an  answer  was  received  through  the  minister  of 
the  church.  Rev.  Mr.  Frothingham,  that  the  society 
would  be  happy  to  accommodate  them  free  of 
expense.  This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted,  and 
with  expressions  of  thanks,  for  all  the  kindness  re- 
ceived at  the  New  South,  the  children  were  again 
removed  to  Chauncey  Place.  Here  they  attended 
until  1843,  when  that  church  was  closed  for  seve- 
ral months,  being  under  repair.  They  were  again 
kindly  received  at  the  New  South,  where  they  will 
continue  until  removal  to  the  new  Asylum  shall 
make  a change  necessary  on  account  of  distance. 

The  kindness  received  for  twenty-five  years  from 
the  society  in  Chauncey  Place,  was  thus  acknowl- 
edged in  September,  1844.  Voted^  That  remember- 
ing at  this  annual  meeting,  the  circumstances  which 
have  during  the  past  year  withdrawn  their  orphan 
family  from  attendance  at  Chauncey  Place,  the 
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managers  of  the  Boston  Female  Asylum  feel  that 
they  have  a long  standing  debt  of  gratitude  to  ac- 
knowledge, to  the  society  worshipping  at  that  place, 
for  the  liberal  accommodation  which  was  at  first 
generously  offered,  and  has  for  twenty-five  years 
been  accorded  to  them.  For  this,  and  for  the  unceas- 
ing kindness  of  the  minister  of  ‘ the  First  Church,’ 
his  always  ready  and  most  acceptable  services,  on 
all  the  many  occasions  for  which  they  have  been 
required,  the  managers  feel  that  they  can  very  inad- 
equately express  their  thanks,  which  in  behalf  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  orphans  protected,  they 
would  most  cordially  offer.” 
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ASYLUM  ANECDOTES. 

Having  given  some  account  of  what  has  been 
done  for  this  highly  favored  Institution,  it  is  natural 
to  inquire  what  is  the  result  of  all  this  ?” 

It  is  impossible  to  trace  even  in  outward  circum- 
stances, the  whole  amount  of  good  that  has  been 
done  ; for  we  cannot  follow  the  course  of  the  four 
hundred  and  forty  children  who  have  been  inmates 
of  the  Asylum,  and  say  how  largely  they  have  been 
indebted  to  it. 

It  is  unquestionable  that  much  wretchedness  has 
been  relieved,  and  much  suffering  and  exposure  to 
vice  prevented.  More  than  this  was  hoped  for,  and 
it  is  telieved  that  more  than  this  has  been  effected, 
in  the  influences  produced  on  the  character  and  sit- 
uation of  those  early  subjects  of  this  charity  who 
are  now  engaged  in  the. active  scenes  of  life.  Many 
have  been  presented  to  the  Board  on  the  expiration 
of  their  apprenticeship,  with  highly  satisfactory  evi- 
dences of  their  good  conduct  and  capability  of  sup- 
porting themselves  in  a respectable  manner.  Some 
are  knoAvn  to  have  been  married  and  comfortably 
provided  for  ; and  others  are  sometimes  met  with,  in 
various  situations,  who  are  ready  gratefully  to  ac- 
knowledge their  obligations  to  the  Institution.  If 
it  be  objected  that  some  have  proved  unworthy,  it 
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may  be  asked  what  human  means  have  ever  produced 
all  the  good  results  which  the  sanguine  have  antici- 
pated ? and  if,  with  all  that  has  been  attempted  for 
such,  they  have  not  done  well,  what  might  they 
not  have  been  without  this  care  and  instruction  ? It 
may  also  be  said,  that  the  proportion  of  unfavorable 
cases  appears  larger  from  the  fact  that  such  are  most 
known.  One  who  goes  out  of  the  way,  is  a subject 
of  observation,  while  the  many  who  tread  the  quiet 
path  of  humble  duty  are  unnoticed.  And  it  is  en- 
couraging to  know  that  some  who  gave  much  trou- 
ble and  anxiety  in  their  apprenticeship,  became  af- 
terward good  and  useful  women.  In  looking  over 
the  annual  reports  of  those  who  have  during  the  year 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  it  is  quite  remarkable 
that  the  proportion  of  favorable  accounts  is  so  large. 

A few  anecdotes  of  ‘^Asylum  girls”  may  be  inter- 
esting to  those  who  would  see  some  of  the  effects 
of  the  Institution. 

Of  four  of  the  thirteen  admitted  the  first  year,  no 
other  memorial  is  preserved,  than  that  they  were 
placed  on  leaving  the  Asylum,  in  the  families  of 
ladies  who  were  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
Whatever  else  befell  them,  we  may  be  assured  that 
they  were  in  the  hands  of  kind  friends,  and  under 
the  best  influences. 

Rhoda  D.  was  taken  by  Mrs.  William  Thurston. 
She  was  married  and  died  young. 

Lydia  C.  was  taken  although  both  her  parents 
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were  living  ; they  having  been  for  several  years  se- 
parated from  each  other,  and  under  the  care  of 
friends,  being  so  disabled  by  bodily  and  mental  in- 
firmity that  the  child  was  considered  virtually  an 
orphan. 

On  her  reaching  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  a let- 
ter was  received  from  her  invalid  father,  expressing 
the  deepest  gratitude  for  the  care  taken  of  his 
daughter,  not  only  while  in  the  Asylum,  but  by  the 
kind  friends  with  whom  she  had  been  placed  when 
she  left  it. 

Mary  Ann  M.  was  one  of  the  early  recipients  of 
this  charity.  She  bore  a good  character,  was  mar- 
ried and  for  several  years  lived  comfortably.  But, 
her  husband  died  leaving  very  scanty  means  for  the 
support  of  herself  and  six  children.  Her  health  was 
feeble  and  she  sought  and  received  in  her  own 
early  home  a place  for  her  youngest  daughter. 

Abigail  W.  the  child  whose  admission  was  de- 
bated on  account  of  her- having  one  living  parent, 
was  on  leaving  the  Asylum  placed  in  a good  family. 
A brother,  then  in  a situation  to  provide  for  her, 
wished  to  take  her,  and  the  lady  to  whom  she  was 
bound,  with  the  consent  of  the  managers,  gave  her 
up  to  his  care. 

Hannah  F.  remained  but  two  years  in  the  Asy- 
lum, being  eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  admis- 
sion. Ten  years  was  first  appointed  as  the  age  for 
the  children  to  be  placed  out.  They  are  now  re- 
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tained  until  the  age  of  twelve  years  ; the  alteration 
having  been  made  as  soon  as  it  was  thought  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  would  permit.  Being  trou- 
blesome to  the  lady  to  whom  she  was  bound,  she 
was  with  consent  of  the  Board,  transferred  to  anoth- 
er place.  Satisfactory  evidence  that  she  was  ill 
used  in  this  family,  caused  her  being  reclaimed,  on 
the  ground  that  the  indenture,  in  which  kind 
treatment  and  proper  instruction”  are  promised,  had 
been  violated.  She  was  then  placed  with  a lady 
who,  with  a knowledge  of  all  these  circumstances, 
was  desirous  of  taking  her,  and  became  under  the 
influence  of  kindness,  a good  and  useful  girl. 

Mary  O.  served  her  apprenticeship  in  an  exceU 
lent  family,  and  at  the  expiration  of  it,  was  present^ 
ed  to  the  Board  with  very  favorable  testimonials  of 
her  good  character.  She  remained  with  these  kind 
friends  on  wages  several  years,  and  has  always  sup^ 
ported  herself  respectably. 

Eliza  V.  was  the  child  of  a deserving  widow, 
who  had  by  the  death  of  her  husband  been  left  des- 
titute in  a strange  land,  with  four  young  children 
and  the  prospect  of  adding  another  to  her  charge. 
On  leaving  the  Asylum,  Eliza  was  placed  under  the 
care  of  Mrs.  M.  L.  Smith,  who  treated  her  with  a 
care  and  kindness,  of  which  she  proved  most  wor^ 
thy.  Receiving  a small  legacy  when  she  was  eigh^ 
teen  years  of  age,  she  not  only  requested  to  become 
a subscriber  to  the  Institution,  but  presented  the 
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society  with  a pair  of  silver  sugar  tongs,  marked  on 
one  side  Boston  Female  Asylum,  on  the  other 
“ For  I was  fatherless  and  you  protected  me.” 

To  account  for  the  selection  of  this  article,  it 
should  he  added,  that  so  long  as  the  anniversaries 
were  publicly  celebrated,  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
managers  to  go  from  the  church  to  the  Asylum, 
where  tea  was  provided  for  them  and  some  invited 
friends,  and  where  they  transacted  in  the  evening 
the  business  consequent  on  the  day’s  celebration. 
So  that  the  gift  of  sugar  tongs,  prevented  the  neces- 
sity of  their  being  borrowed  for  the  occasion. 

Abigail  P.  was  taken  by  Mrs.  J.  Q,.  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  In  the  record  of  February,  1819,  it  is 
noted  that  a young  woman  was  introduced  by 
Mrs.  Gl.  as  a former  subject  of  the  Institution.  Abi- 
gail P.  now  Mrs.  . After  having  served  her 

apprenticeship  acceptably  she  was  well  married,  and 
wished  to  present  herself  to  the  Board,  in  assurance 
of  grateful  recollections  and  with  the  wish  of  ad- 
ding her  name  as  one  of  the  contributors  to  a charity 
to  which  she  felt  she  owed  so  much.” 

Hetty  K.  was  in  the  Asylum  five  years,  was 
afterwards  placed  in  a good  family  where  she  re- 
• mained  until  eighteen  years  old.  At  that  time  she 
presented  herself  to  the  Board  to  give  up  her  indent- 
ure, and  ‘‘  expressed  in  a very  grateful  manner  her 
sense  of  obligation  to  the  society,  which  had  protect- 
ed her  in  a time  of  want  and  through  a period  of 
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helplessness.  And  she  was  assured  that  her  perse- 
verance in  the  good  part  she  had  thus  far  pursued 
would  be  the  best  recompense  to  those  who  had 
been  interested  in  her  welfare.’’ 

The  next  year  it  was  reported  by  the  collecting 
secretary,  that  Hetty  K.  had  added  her  name  to 
the  list  of  subscribers,  wishing  to  offer  the  first 
fruits  of  her  industry  in  token  of  her  gratitude  to 
the  Asylum.” 

Eliza  E.  was  removed  by  the  Board  from  the 
family  in  which  they  had  placed  her,  on  account  of 
the  treatment  which  she  received,  not  being  such 
as  they  approved.  She  was  transferred  to  another 
place,  and  we  have  no  means  of  tracing  her  further 
history. 

Catherine  H.  was  recommended  as  a subject  for 
this  charity  by  the  physician  who  had  been  for 
some  time  attending  her  Avidowed  and  sick  mother. 
A woman  of  good  character  and  amiable  disposi- 
tion and  manners,”  but  in  extreme  poverty.  The 
very  bed  to  which  recent  illness  had  confined  her, 
being  taken  by  a merciless  creditor  of  her  deceased 
husband.  In  this  extremity  a brother  residing  very 
far  eastward,  offered  to  provide  for  her  and  her  in- 
fant, if  she  could  find  a place  for  the  other  child, 
and  would  come  to  him.  Catherine  then  three 
years  old,  was  received  into  the  Asylum,  and  the 
unhappy  mother  by  the  aid  of  charitable  assistance, 
was  enabled  to  perform  the  journey.  Before  her 
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death,  which  occurred  soon  after,  she  fervently 
blessed  the  institution  of  an  Orphan’s  Asylum,  and 
with  her  parting  breath  besought  all  around  her  that 
they  would  as  a last  consolation  to  her,  promise  to 
intercede  with  its  managers,  that  her  two  children 
should  there  be  reared  together.  A letter  to  this 
effect  was  written  to  one  of  the  ladies,  accompanied 
by  a ring  and  coat  of  arms,  the  only  legacy  Mrs. 
H.  could  leave  her  daughters. 

Another  brother,  a sea-faring  man,  with  a large 
family  and  very  precarious  means  of  support,  pre- 
sented this  second  little  girl,  and  Brissenta  H.  was 
also  admitted. 

Four  years  after,  a letter  from  the  same  brother, 
was  sent  from  London,  expressing  in  the  most 
touching  manner  his  gratitude  for  the  kindness 
shown  to  his  orphan  nieces,  ‘^when  he  was  himself 
unable  to  do  as  he  wished  for  them.”  ‘‘  It  had 
pleased  God”  he  said  since  to  prosper  him,  so  that 
he  was  able  to  make  some  provision  for  them.” 
Thinking  it  was  near  the  time  for  Catharine  to  be  of  an 
age  to  leave  the  Asylum,  and  not  wishing  her  to  be 
placed  at  s^vice,  he  enclosed  one  hundred  pounds — 
a hundred  dollars  of  which,  was  given  as  a donation 
to  the  Asylum,  and  the  rest  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  her  board.  From  this  time  the  lady  above 
mentioned,  continued  to  receive  remittances  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  children. 
They  remained  as  boarders  and  received  proper  in- 
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struction  four  years  longer,  when  their  kind  protec- 
tress thought  it  time,  to  take  them  more  immediate- 
ly under  her  personal  care,  and  give  them  such  fur- 
ther opportunities  of  improvement,  as  would  qualify 
them  for  the  station  their  uncle  wished  them  to  fill. 
The  girls ^ were  therefore  at  the  age  of  twelve  and 
fourteen  years  transferred  to  her  care. 

To  mention  the  various  circumstances  of  distress 
and  exposure,  from  which  children  have  been  rescu- 
ed, would  fill  a larger  volume  than  this  is  designed 
to  be.  A few  more  notices  will  be  given  without 
reference  to  the  arrangement  of  years. 

A worthy  woman  died  leaving  five  children  with 
a poor  and  intemperate  father,  who  was  utterly  in- 
capable of  taking  care  of  them.  The  boys  were 
provided  for,  but  the  youngest  a little  girl  remained. 
The  father  carried  her  about  with  him  from  one 
haunt  of  poverty  to  another ; and  at  the  time  her 
situation  was  made  known  to  the  managers,  she  was 
with  him,  in  a place  occupied  by  several  boarders 
of  similar  grade  and  character  with  himself,  exposed 
to  all  the  hardship  of  want  and  all  the  contagion  of 
vice.  One  apartment  was  the  sleeping  room  of  all  ; 
and  the  little  Cynthia  occupied  the  same  bed  with 
her  miserable  father.  He  gladly  gave  her  up  to  the 
Asylum,  where  she  remained,  until  she  was  placed 
in  a family,  where  she  served  her  apprenticeship, 
and  which  has  always  been  interested  in  her  well- 
fare.  This  orphan  is  now  the  wife  of  a respectable 
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ship-master,  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  the 
mother  of  a promising  family. 

One  of  the  early  beneficaries  of  the  Asylum  had 
been  retained  until  eighteen  years  of  age  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  house.  In  1821  it  is  recorded  ‘‘  that 
previously  to  the  transaction  of  business,  the  mar- 
riage of  B.  S.  which  had  the  approbation  of  the 
managers,  was  solemnized  in  their  room.  They 
wishing  to  evince  by  their  presence  on  this  occa- 
sion, their  interest  in  one,  who  from  having  been  a 
subject  of  this  charity,  has  long  and  with  uncommon 
faithfulness  discharged,  her  duties  in  its  service.” 

This  young  woman,  with  her  sister  Susan,  who 
had  been  placed  in  a family  where  she  was  treated 
with  great  kindness,  and  under  whose  care  she  re- 
mained during  her  short  life,  became  subscribers  to 
the  Institution. 

In  1813  the  good  Bishop  Cheverus  of  Boston, 
afterward  Arch-Bishop  of  Bordeaux  recommended 
two  little  girls  for  admission ; adding  to  his  certifi- 
cate of  the  marriage  of  their  parents  these  words, 
“ Their  situation  has  an  undoubted  claim  upon  the 
charity  of  those  who  are  as  kind  parents  to  the  des- 
titute orphan.”  This  is  but  one  among  many  in- 
stances in  which  that  truly  great  man,  assisted  the 
needy  of  his  flock,  in  placing  their  children  in  the 
Asylum.  And  it  is  mentioned,  as  contrasting  some- 
what strangely  with  the  very  different  course  pur- 
sued by  those  who  succeeded  to  his  authority  in  our 
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city.  To  return  to  the  little  girls.  The  record 
says,  Their  father,  a soldier,  had  been  stationed  at 
Fort  Independence,  where  his  small  pay,  and  the 
hard  earned  wages  of  their  mother’s  labor  at  wash- 
ing, decently  supported  them  and  their  children. 
Three  weeks  since  this  mother  died  of  lung  fever. 
The  regiment  to  which  the  father  belonged  was  or- 
dered to  Canada  and  has  already  been  some  days  on 
its  march.”  Previously  to  his  departure,  he  made 
personal  application  to  several  of  the  managers  for 
their  influence  in  obtaining  for  ^ his  children  a home 
in  the  Asylum  ; saying  that  they  would  soon  proba- 
bly be  orphans  and  friendless  ; for  they  had  no  re- 
lations in  this  country. 

The  Asylum  was  then  suffering  from  the  depre- 
ciation of  its  funds  during  the  war  ; and  it  was  a 
subject  of  much  deliberation  whether  they  were 
sufficient  for  the  support  of  a larger  number.  While 
feeling  and  prudence  were  urging  their  respective 
claims,  the  children  were  brought  in,  silent  plead- 
ers in  their  own  cause.”  The  result  may  easily 
be  foreseen.  The  elder,  Mary,  was  received  ; the 
younger,  Margaret,  placed  at  board  until  she  should 
be  three  years  old,  the  earliest  time  for  admission, 
when  she  also  came  in. 

It  was  not  unusual  for  the  managers  at  that  time, 
when  they  thought  the  funds  insufficient  to  support 
some  needy  applicant,  to  pay  her  board  by  private 
subscription,  until  a vacancy  occurred.  This  has 
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not,  for  several  years  been  necessary ; and  since 
1816  no  child  has  been  refused  on  account  of  insuf- 
ficiency of  means. 

In  the  record  of  March,  1822,  it  is  mentioned, 
that  the  father  of  Mary  and  Margaret  C.  returned 
from  Canada,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  entered 
into  a respectable  service  in  the  city.  He  afterward 
married  a worthy  woman,  and  by  industry  and  fru- 
gality they  obtained  the  means  of  establishing  a 
home,  into  which  it  was  their  wish  to  take  the 
younger  of  his  children,  the  other  having  been  for 
some  time  in  a family  from  which  he  had  no  wish 
to  remove  her  until  the  term  of  her  apprenticeship 
expired.”  It  is  with  feelings  of  no  common  plea- 
sure that  the  good  effects  of  the  Asylum  are  in  this 
instance  contemplated.  These  children  have  been 
preserved  from  want  and  vice,  and  will  be  restored, 
prepared  to  be  a comfort  and  assistance,  to  a father 
who  will,  it  is  believed  discharge  with  faithfulness 
his  parental  duty  toward  them. 

A few  weeks  since  a child  three  years  old,  whose 
mother  after  long  sickness  had  lately  died,  was  of- 
fered for  admission  into  the  As3dum.  There  was 
some  hesitation  on  the  subject  on  account  of  a 
weakness  and  bent  state  of  the  legs,  which  rendered 
her  unable  to  walk  easily,  and  which  it  was  feared 
might  make  her  a perpetual  burthen  to  the  Institution. 
She  was  however  taken  on  trial.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  the  deformity  had  arisen  from  the  po- 
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sition  in  which  the  child  had  been  made  to  sit  on 
the  floor,  where  she  had  sometimes  remained  neg- 
lected for  hours.  Under  judicious  care  and  man- 
agement the  crooked  limbs  gradually  strengthened 
and  straitened,  and  the  child  became  active  and 
healthy.  Two  years  after,  a lady  went  to  the  Asy- 
lum to  seek  for  a child,  whom  she  might  take  into 
her  family  to  live  with  her  as  a daughter.  Susan 
was  selected.  Her  amiable  qualities  have  endeared 
her  to  her  kind  friends  ; and  the  little  girl  who 
might  have  been  crippled  for  life,  is  now  cherished 
as  a child  in  a comfortable  and  a happy  home. 

A young  and  delicate  looking  woman  presented 
two  little  girls  for  admission.  She  had  four  children 
to  support  by  her  own  industry,  the  youngest  of 
whom,  but  eighteen  months  old  was  born  soon  after 
the  death  of  her  husband. 

Both  children  were  received  and  of  both  good  ac- 
counts might  be  given  ; but  we  shall  mention  only 
one.  Catharine  was  adopted  into  the  family  of  a 
physician  in  a neighboring  town.  When  she  was 
eighteen  years  old  the  usual  inquiries  were  address- 
ed to  Mrs.  respecting  her.  Catharine  was  her- 

self the  bearer  of  the  reply,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  an  extract.  “ C.  has  been  to  me  a good  and 
dutiful  child.  I adopted  her  as  my  own,  and  she  is 
to  me  a daughter.  Her  character  is  without  blem- 
ish, and  she  is  readily  admitted  into  the  best  society 

in  our  place  of  residence.” 
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One  who  had  ‘‘  neither  father  nor  mother,”  nor 
any  relation  able  to  take  care  of  her,  was  brought  at 
the  age  of  three  years  to  the  Asylum.  After  she 
had  been  sometime  there,  she  became  so  ill  that  her 
life  was  despaired  of.  As  a last  resource  she  was 
taken  on  the  lap  of  her  kind  teacher,  into  the  coun- 
try. “ I thought”  said  this  lady  “ she  would 
die  in  my  arms.  Change  of  air  however  with  ju- 
dicious nursing  restored  her  to  perfect  health.”  She 
is  now  the  adopted  daughter  in  a wealthy  and  most 
excellent  family,  and  will  probably  never  know 
that  she  was  once  an  orphan  and  friendless. 

There  are  many  instances  of  these  children  hav- 
ing been  adopted,  especially  within  a few  years. 
Last  year  five  were  so  taken,  and  these  being  all 
much  under  the  age  at  which  children  generally 
leave  the  Asylum,  accounts  for  the  smaller  number 
than  usual  now  in  the  house. 


PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  ASYLUM. 


The  number  of  children  composing  this  orphan 
family,  has  for  several  years  past,  been  between  sixty 
and  seventy.  Those  who  would  know  in  what 
manner  they  live,  may  find  something  resembling 
it,  in  the  best  regulated  private  family  in  comforta- 
ble circumstances  of  which  they  may  happen  to 
have  knowledge. 

The  matron  is  not  confined  by  rule  to  particular 
food  for  stated  days,  but  uses  her  own  discretion  in 
providing  that  most  convenient  and  best  adapted  to 
the  season.  Meat,  bread,  vegetables,  a sufficient 
quantity  of  milk  and  other  articles  are  used  econom- 
ically, but  freely. 

The  children  have  their  regular  school  hours,  and 
are  instructed  in  those  useful  things  suitable  to  their 
age,  sex  and  station. 

They  are  employed  in  knitting  and  plain  sew- 
ing, and  the  amount  received  from  their  work  has 
annually  been,  for  the  few  past  years  somewhat 
more  than  a hundred  dollars.  The  appropriation  of 
this  has  been  already  mentioned. 

The  school  is  examined  every  week  by  a com- 
mittee, who  endeavor  to  obtain  knowledge  of  the 
dispositions  and  moral  habits  of  each  child. 

Two  of  the  girls  are  always  taken  to  serve  their 
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apprenticeship  in  the  Asylum ; as  the  establishment 
becomes  larger  more  than  this  number  will  be  re- 
quired. The  older  of  the  children  also  take  their 
turns  in  the  household  labor,  which  has  been  thus 
performed  by  hiring  one  female  domestic. 

The  greatest  care  is  always  taken  in  selecting 
places  for  those  who  are  old  enough  to  go  into  fam- 
ilies. And  this  it  might  seem  easy  to  do,  as  appli- 
cations for  the  children  always  greatly  exceed  the 
number  to  be  placed  out.  Yet  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  most  difficult  duties  of  the  managers  in  re- 
gard to  them  often  occur  after  they  leave  the  Asylum. 
It  is  true  that  instances  of  mutual  satisfaction — of 
good  treatment  on  the  one  side,  and  good  conduct 
on  the  other  greatly  preponderate.  But  cases  of  an 
opposite  character  were  presented  often  enough  to 
induce  the  managers  to  consider,  whether  they  did 
not  in  part  arise  from  some  cause  that  might  be  re- 
moved. 

In  the  olden  time,’’  when  the  regulations  for 
binding  out  the  children  were  adopted,  it  was  very 
much  the  custom  for  the  mistress  of  a family  to 
take  from  poor,  though  often  respectable  parents,  a 
young  girl  to  clothe  and  instruct  until  she  should 
be  eighteen  years  old,  in  return  for  her  services. 
Sometimes  this  was  done  by  indenture,  and  some- 
times by  simple  verbal  agreement ; and  from  such 
agreements  faithfully  observed,  have  arisen  many 
connexions  productive  of  mutual  advantage  through 
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life.  The  Asylum  children  then,  were  placed  out 
on  conditions  perfectly  according  with  prevailing 
customs.  And  nothing  more  was  required  in  their 
indentures,  than  kind  treatment,  suitable  clothing 
and  instruction,  and  when  they  should  be  eighteen 
years  old,  two  suits  of  clothes,  one  proper  for  Sun- 
day, the  other  for  domestic  business.” 

But  times  are  changed.”  The  increase  of 
wealth  and  variations  in  the  forms  of  society,  have 
at  the  same  time  increased  the  demand  for  service, 
and  removed  the  mistress  of  a family  farther  from 
that  direct  supervision  of  those  who  perform  it, 
which  is  so  especially  important  to  the  young. 
Now  a girl,  long  before  she  is  eighteen,  can  obtain 
wages,  which  enable  her  to  indulge  that  love  of 
dress,  which  is  a prevailing  folly,  and  give  a feeling 
of  that  independence,  the  desire  for  which,  is  often 
most  strong  in  those  who  least  know  how  to  use 
it.  It  was  not  then  perhaps  strange  that  the  girls 
should,  during  the  last  years  of  their  apprenticeship, 
feel  dissatisfied,  at  seeing  others  possess  apparently 
greater  advantages  than  themselves.  And  that  some 
forgetting  the  destitution  of  their  early  childhood, 
the  advantages  of  a permanent  home,  thorough  in- 
struction in  domestic  affairs,  and  the  power  of  se- 
curing friends  who  may  be  of  incalculable  benefit 
to  them  through  life,  should  be  tempted  by  the  pre- 
carious, and  often  delusive  good  of  having  an  earlier 
command  of  wages,  and  imagine  that  mere  food 
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and  clothing  and  teaching,  are  insufficient  compen- 
sation for  the  work  for  which  they  see  others  ob- 
taining a recompense  which  seems  larger. 

It  is  true  that  domestic  labor  commands  a larger 
remuneration  than  formerly  ; and  it  seems  but  just 
that  these  girls  should  have  their  share  in  the  ad- 
vantage. It  is  true  that  some  who  apply  for  them 
may  have  little  other  purpose  than  that  of  obtaining 
a selfish  convenience  ; the  most  service  at  the  least 
price  at  which  it  can  be  procured  : that  in  the  idea 
of  the  servant  some  may  lose  sight  of  the  ckild^  of 
one  needing  all  the  instruction,  forbearance,  en- 
couragement and  restraint  that  youth  always  re- 
quires. That  disappointed  in  their  expectation  of 
finding  at  once  an  obedient  and  useful  domestic, 
some  become  impatient  and  unmindful  of  their  ob- 
ligations. 

These  considerations  led  the  managers  in  1842, 
to  review  their  form  of  indenture,  and  the  following 
additional  requisitions  were  inserted  in  it.  First, 
that  a written  report  should  be  required  once  in 
each  year,  relative  to  the  health,  character  and 
well-being  of  the  apprentice. 

This  condition  would,  it  was  hoped  be  a security 
for  kind  treatment  toward  the  girl,  and  at  the  same 
time  a restraint  and  incitement  to  her. 

Secondly,  that  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  should  be 
substituted  for  the  clothing  formerly  required  at  the 
expiration  of  apprenticeship  ,*  this  sum  to  be  paid 
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unless  the  apprentice  shall  have  been  guilty  of 
such  gross  misconduct  that  the  Board  of  Managers 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  she  has  forfeited  her  claim 
to  it.” 

This  alteration  secures  a more  equal  and  definite 
recompense  to  those  who  merit  it,  and  threatens 
certain  loss  to  those  who  abuse  their  privileges,  or 
leave  their  places  without  being  regularly  dis- 
charged. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  payment  of  so 
considerable  a sum  at  one  time,  might  be  an  incon- 
venience to  some  persons  whose  families  might, 
nevertheless,  be  excellent  places  for  the  protection 
and  good  training  of  our  children.  It  may  be  an- 
swered, that  by  laying  aside  from  time  to  time  dur- 
ing the  one  or  two  last  years  of  their  service,  a sum 
much  smaller  than  would  pay  the  wages  of  hired 
domestics,  the  inconvenience  might  be  avoided — 
that  justice  to  the  apprentice  should  be  considered 
as  well  as  the  convenience  of  the  employer ; and 
that,  after  all,  the  sum  is  hardly  more  than  the  for- 
mer requirement  of  clothing,  if  faithfully  fulfilled, 
would  amount  to.  But  it  has  been  well  known, 
that  while  the  letter  of  the  obligation  has  been  an- 
swered, as  to  the  prescribed  quantity  of  clothing, 
its  value  has  so  varied,  as  to  make  the  recompense 
very  unequal  to  many  who  have  been  equally  de- 
serving. 

The  third,  and  last  alteration  is,  that  a penalty  of 
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one  hundred  dollars  is  incurred  by  neglect  in  fulfill- 
ing the  conditions  of  the  indenture.  This  will  be 
readily  perceived  to  be  a necessary  guard  to  the  In- 
stitution. 

But  after  all  the  precautions  that  can  be  taken, 
much  must  be  left  to  individual  conscience.  The 
following  appeal  to  those,  to  whose  care  these  chil- 
dren are  committed,  is  copied  from  the  report  of 
1842. 

“You  take  a child;  you  must  not  expect  to 
make  her,  without  care,  and  instruction  and  pa- 
tience, a useful  domestic.  Encourage  what  you 
may  find  good  in  her,  and  in  punishing  her  faults, 
consider  how  you  should  endeavor  to  correct  those 
of  your  own  children  ; for  is  not  One  the  Father  of 
us  all  ? And  on  no  occasion  should  you  feel  au- 
thorized to  throw  her  off  from  your  protection,  or 
permit  her  to  leave  it,  without  the  consent  of  those 


by  whom  she  was  put  under  your  care.” 

The  whole  number  of  children  admitted  has 

been 440 

Of  these  have  been  placed  at  service  or  oth- 

wise  removed, 363 

Died  in  the  Asylum, 13 

In  the  service  of  the  Asylum, 2 
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NEW  ASYLUM. 

One  of  the  great  recommendations  of  the  estate 
purchased  in  1811 — was  that  being  a corner  one, 
and  near  the  water,  it  could  not  be  crowded  upon 
with  buildings,  and  was  secure  of  free  air ; it  was 
also  in  a quiet  part  of  the  city.  But  oh  ! the  pro- 
gress of  improvement  and  the  power  of  steam  ! The 
then  South  Cove,”  is  now  covered  with  dwellings, 
and  the  quiet  street  has  become  a thorough  fare  for 
passengers  from  the  great  Railroad  terminating  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Asylum  ; many 
more  inconveniences  than  can  be  here  named  result- 
ed from  these  changes,  affecting  the  comfort,  as  it 
was  feared  they  might  the  health  of  the  family. 
Added  to  which,  it  was  known  that  a piece  of  the 
society’s  land,  taking  in  also  a part  of  the  school- 
room, would  soon  he  claimed  by  the  city  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  Lincoln  street. 

These  things  led  to  a strong  wish  of  providing 
another  home  for  the  orphans.  A committee  of 
four  gentlemen.  Dr.  G.  C.  Shattuck,  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  Henry  Hall  and  Thomas  B.  Wales 
were  requested  to  look  at  an  estate  then  for  sale, 
and  advise  respecting  the  purchase  of  it.  It  was 
found  that  a house  built  for  a private  family  would 
require  so  much  addition  and  alteration  to  fit  it  for  the 
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purpose,  that  the  building  a new  one  was  much  to 
be  preferred.  A lot  of  land,  was  for  sale  at  the  south- 
erly part  of  the  city,  so  remarkably  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  Institution  that  it  was  thought  the  op- 
portunity to  obtain  one  with  similar  advantages 
might  never  again  occur.  The  committee  of  gen- 
tlemen above  named  thought  the  purchase  advanta- 
geous ,•  but  on  examining  the  state  of  the  society’s 
funds,  determined  that  they  could  not  recommend 
the  managers  to  proceed,  without  an  appeal  for  aid 
to  some  of  those  in  our  community  who  were  able 
and  would  be  willing  most  freely  to  give  it.  In 
proof  of  which  Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  was  author- 
ized to  name  five  individuals,  who  had  voluntarily 
offered  to  contribute  each  one  thousand  dollars,  to- 
ward the  erection  of  such  a building. 

This  most  generous  proposal  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted. The  following  circular  was  written  ,*  and 
two  hundred  copies  distributed  at  the  discretion  of 
the  committee. 

BOSTON  FEMALE  ASYLUM. 


The  Managers  of  the  Boston  Female  Asylum  are  very  sorry  to 
find  themselves  obliged  to  make  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  an  Institu- 
tion which  has  so  long  been  favored  by  the  public,  and  which  has 
never  before,  since  its  first  establishment,  been  compelled  to  ask  for 
aid.  And  even  now,  it  is  rather  an  explanation  of  their  position, 
than  a call  for  charity  that  they  would  make.  The  Institution  was 
founded  nearly  forty-four  years  since,  by  subscriptions  that  were 
most  economically  appropriated.  Proceeding  in  the  old-fashioned 
paths  of  caution,  its  managers  did  not  first  build  their  house,  and 
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then  call  on  the  public  to  pay  the  debt  they  had  incurred ; but  by 
the  most  rigid  prudence  and  private  liberality,  kept  the  expenses 
of  the  establishment  within  its  income ; — hiring  an  old  house,  and 
as  need  required,  exchanging  it  for  a larger  one,  till,  in  1811,  the 
estate  now  occupied  as  an  Asylum,  was  purchased.  This  would 
probably  have  answered  their  purpose  for  many  years  to  come,  but 
for  great  changes  that  have  arisen  from  the  filling  up  of  the  South 
Cove  ; the  termination  of  the  great  railroad  in  its  immediate  neigh- 
borhood ; and  especially  the  proposed  taking  a piece  of  their  land, 
encroaching  on  their  school-room,  for  the  widening  of  Lincoln 
Street,  which  changes  have  brought  so  many  inconveniences  as 
to  compel  a removal.  It  was  thought  best  to  purchase  a lot  of  land 
and  build  a house  better  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  establishment, 
than  any  one  built  for  a private  family  could  be  made. 

The  Society  has  been  reputed  rich,  because  the  income  of  its 
fund  has  generally  been  sufficient  to  defray  its  expenses,  and  make 
a small  yearly  addition  to  its  capital.  This  surplus  would,  it  was 
hoped,  accumulate  so  as  to  enable  the  Society  to  build  a new  house 
when  it  should  be  necessary.  This  necessity,  it  has  been  shown, 
has  come  upon  them  somewhat  prematurely. 

A very  eligible  lot  of  land  has  been  purchased,  in  the  hope  that 
the  sale  of  the  estate  now  occupied,  would  enable  them  to  build 
without  encroaching  on  the  capital  necessary  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  establishment.  But  they  find  the  cost  of  erecting 
such  a building  as  would  suitably  accommodate  the  Institution,  and 
be  such  an  one  as  this  city  ought  to  have,  would  be  much  greater 
than  they  can  conscientiously  incur.  The  questions  then  are, 
Shall  the  Asylum  remain  in  its  present  crowded  and  disagreeable 
situation  ? shall  a building,  stinted  in  its  dimensions  and  conven- 
iences, and  mean  in  its  appearance,  be  erected  ? or,  will  the  friends 
of  the  Institution,  by  aiding  it  at  this  time,  when  a few  thousand 
dollars  are  much  more  important  to  it,  than  larger  sums  may  be  at 
a future  time,  enable  the  managers  to  erect  a simple,  safe,  and 
commodious  edifice,  such  as  may  be  creditable  to  our  city,  and  tell 
to  the  next  generation  what  has  been  done  in  this,  for  the  destitute 
and  fatherless  ? 

If  other  voices  could  be  heard ; if  the  widowed  mothers  could 
tell  how  their  wants  had  been  diminished,  and  their  anxieties  re- 
lieved by  finding  a home  for  their  children ; if  the  suffering 
children  could  tell  how  they  had  been  protected  and  cared  for  and 
instructed ; if  many  a now  respectable  wife  and  mother  could  tell 
what  she  owed  to  this  friend  of  her  forsaken  childhood ; if  many 
who  now  find  themselves  in  comfortable  homes,  with  kind  friends, 
could  tell  from  what  destitution  and  exposure  they  were  taken,  and 
picture  to  you  what  they  might  have  been  ; — if  these  voices,  which 
can  never  break  on  the  public  ear,  might  be  heard,  an  appeal  in 
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behalf  of  the  Asylum  for  Female  Orphan  Children  could  not  be 
made  in  vain. 


Catherine,  G.  Prescott, 
Sophia  D.  Tracy, 

Amelia  H.  Shattuck, 
Nancy  Lawrence, 

Sarah  A.  Hall, 

Hannah  Pickman, 

Mary  Ann  S.  Mansfield, 
Mary  Otis, 


Catharine  C.  Fearing, 
Margaret  F.  Lamb, 
Sarah  H,  Mills, 
Eleanor  Barnard, 

Jane  Wigglesworth, 
Elizabeth  T.  Reed, 
Abby  L.  Wales, 


Board  of  Managers  of  the  Boston  Female  Asylum. 


The  result  is  an  added  proof  of  the  generosity 
and  benevolence  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  From 
the  eleven  gentlemen  first  applied  to,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  were  received  in  subscriptions  of  one 
thousand  each.  The  whole  amount  subscribed  was 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  blessings  of  the 
Father  of  the  fatherless  be  upon  these  friends ! 
Especially  is  gratitude  due  to  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  building  committee,  who  not  only  obtain- 
ed the  means  for  erecting  the  Asylum  but  have  la- 
bored zealously  for  its  completion.  May  the  good 
results  of  their  labors  be  their  reward  ! They  will 
ask  no  other. 

The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  June  25th,  1844.  A short  explanatory 
address  was  made,  and  appropriate  religious  services 
performed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Frothingham.  A metal  box 
containing  a silver  plate  suitably  inscribed,  pam- 
phlets relating  to  the  Asylum  which  had  from  time 
to  time  been  printed,  reports  of  the  Society,  the 
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newspapers  of  the  day,  and  a coin  of  the  current 
year,  was  deposited  underneath  the  stone. 

The  coin  here  mentioned  was  sent  by  a respect- 
ed lady,  who  was  for  twenty-five  years  a manager 
of  the  Asylum.  Although  prevented  by  advanced 
age  from  laboring  actively  in  its  service,  her  inter- 
est in  its  welfare  is  undiminished,  and  many  an  ar- 
ticle at  the  orphan’s  sale  will  prove  her  disposition 
still  to  aid  it,  by  the  work  of  her  hands. 

Mr.  Isaiah  Rogers  was  chosen  as  the  Architect,  and 
the  building  erected  which  it  is  believed,  will  fully 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Institution  and  the  expecta- 
tion of  its  friends.  Not  aiming  at  elegance,  but 
perfectly  safe,  commodious  and  respectable.  Hav- 
ing from  without  not  so  much  the  appearance  of  a 
public  building  as  to  lose  its  domestic  character  ; and 
yet  easily  recognised  as  designed  for  a larger  than 
any  private  family.  It  is  more  extensive  than  its 
present  occupants  require  ; but  considering  the  in- 
creased number  of  orphans  offered,  and  the  rapid 
growth  of  our  city,  it  was  not  thought  wise  to  pro- 
vide room  for  less  than  one  hundred  children. 

A financial  report  cannot  be  given,  until  the  whole 
cost  of  the  building,  and  the  amount  received  for  the 
old  estate  shall  be  accurately  ascertained,  at  the 
next  annual  meeting  an  official  statement  of  these 
things  may  be  expected. 

The  orphan’s  fair,  for  which  this  little  book  is  in- 
tended as  a contribution,  is  designed  to  afford  the 
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means  of  laying  out  the  grounds  and  furnishing  the 
house,  which  it  is  believed  will  prove  to  many  a 
destitute  child  a safe  and  happy  home ; and  be  a 
blessing,  not  only  to  the  poor  who  need  its  protec- 
tion, but  to  the  community  by  whose  liberality  and 
benevolence  it  was  founded. 

The  Boston  Female  Asylum  is  now  placed  on  a 
secure  and  permanent  foundation,  and  will  it  is 
hoped  be  left  with  sufficient  funds  to  meet  its  future 
wants.  How  would  the  hearts  of  those  who  help- 
ed its  struggling  infancy  rejoice  to  see  this  comple- 
tion of  their  labors  ! Even  as  the  grain  of  mustard 
seed,  it  has  become  a great  tree  ; and  He  that 
careth  for  the  birds  that  lodge  in  the  one,  has  pro- 
vided in  the  other,  through  human  sympathies,  a 
shelter  for  those  who  are  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows. 
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After  our  last  page  is  finished,  we  have  the  grief, 
of  adding  another  name  to  those  of  departed  friends. 
The  Hon.  Judge  Prescott  died  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, December  8th,  1844.  His  character  belongs 
to  the  public,  and  delineations  of  it  to  other  places 
and  other  hands.  But  we  may  be  permitted  to 
speak  of  him  as  an  honored  patron  of  this  Institu- 
tion ; as  one  whose  counsel  and  aid  on  every  occa- 
sion for  which  they  were  needed,  were  always  most 
promptly  and  kindly  given.  We  may  be  permitted 
to  express  our  deep  sympathy  with  his  respected 
and  beloved  lady  who  has  for  thirty-two  years  been 
one  of  its  Board  of  Managers,  and  for  nine  years  its 
First  Directress ; and  whose  affliction  casts  a sad 
shade  over  the  occasion  for  which  this  little  book 
was  prepared. 

December  9,  1844. 
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DONATIONS. 


Under  this  head  we  find  the  sums  varying  in  val- 
ue from  one  dollar  to  one  thousand.  In  arranging 
them  with  the  anniversary  contributions  under  each 
year,  the  name  of  the  donor  is  annexed  to  all  over 


fifty  dollars ; those  under  that 

amount 

being 

for 

obvious  reasons  added  together. 

1801  . 

Collection  1st  Anniversary, 

500 

20 

Donations  during  the  year. 

222 

26- 

— 722 

46 

1802. 

Collection  2d  Anniversary, 

298 

83 

Donations  during  the  year. 

578 

80- 

— 877 

63 

1 803. 

Collection  3d  Anniversary, 

407 

63 

Donations,  

616 

14- 

-1,023 

77 

1804  . 

Collection  4th  Anniversary,  . 

312 

98 

Anonymous  Letter,  .... 

100 

00 

Mrs.  Joseph  Head,  .... 

150 

00 

Collection  Dr.  West’s  Church, 

226 

33 

Other  Donations, 

200 

78- 

— 990 

09 

1805. 

Anniversary  Collection, 

290 

66 

Franklin  Society  Collection,  . 

163 

37 

Anonymous  Letter  from  a Gen- 

tleman,   

210 

00 

Other  Donations,  .... 

165 

41- 

(M 

QO 

1 

44 

71 

1806. 

Collection  6th  Anniversary,  . 311 

From  George  Crafts,  Esq.  . 100 

Smaller  Donations,  ....  147 

1807. 

Collection  7th  Anniversary,  . 399 

From  Capt.  Lynch,  ....  100 

Smaller  Donations,  . . . . 153 

1808. 

Collection  8th  Anniversary,  . 262 

Donations, 147 

18  0 9. 

Collection  9th  Anniversary,  . 394 

From  Mr.  Ogilvie,  ....  556 

Mrs.  William  Gray,  . . . . 101 

Other  Donations,  ....  133 

1810. 

Collection  10th  Anniversary,  . 496 


Donations, 333 

1811. 

Collection  11th  Anniversary,  . 400 

Donations, 96 

1812. 

Collection  12th  Anniversary,  . 208 

379 

1813. 

Collection  13th  Anniversary,  . 250 

Donations, 113 

1814 . 

Collection  14th  Anniversary,  . 212 

Donations, 108 

1815. 

Collection  15th  Anniversary,  . 144 


From  Samuel  Appleton,  Esq.  . 1,000 
Other  Donations,  ....  121 


54 

00 

40 558  94 

35 

00 

70 653  05 

35 

20 409  55 

61 

00 

00 

00—1,184  61 
37 

00 829  37 

00 

00 496  00 

76 

82 588  58 

59 

82 364  41 

45 

54 320  99 

76 

00 

60—1,266  36 


7* 


72 


1816. 


Collection  16th  Anniversary,  . 

508 

44 

Prom  Mrs.  Joh  i l.ubbard, 

100 

00 

Other  Donations,  .... 

183 

46  791 

90 

1817. 

Collection  17th  Anniversary,  . 

255 

95 

From  Mrs.  Samuel  Smith, 

1,000 

00 

Other  Donations,  .... 

67 

14—1,323 

09 

1818. 

Collection  18th  Anniversary,  . 

149 

17 

Other  Donations, 

95 

00 244 

17 

1819. 

Collection  19th  Anniversary,  . 

139 

00 

Concert  by  Mrs.  French,  . 

382 

00 

Other  Donations,  .... 

56 

62 577  62 

1820. 

Collection  20th  Anniversary,  . 

155 

58 

From  Mrs.  William  Gray,  . 

100 

00 

From  a young  Gentleman, 

100 

00 

Other  Donations,  .... 

84 

95 440 

53 

1821  . 

Collection  21st  Anniversary,  . 

303 

42 

Managers  Boston  Theatre, 

90 

00 

Other  Donations, 

154 

19 457 

61 

1822. 

Collection  22d  Anniversary,  . 

84 

37 

Mrs.  Holman  and  Mr.  Wallack, 

150 

00 

Other  Donations, 

101 

35 335 

72 

1823. 

Collection  23d  Anniversary,  . 

145 

00 

Prom  Mrs.  McLean,  . . . 

200 

00 

Other  Donations,  . . - . 

28 

50 373 

50 

1824  . 

Collection  24th  Anniversary,  . 

107 

61 

Donations, 

20 

27 127  88 

Collection  25th  Anniversary,  . 202  26 

Donations, 52  97 255  23 

1 826. 

Collection  26th  Anniversary,  . 140  00 

Donations, 13  90 153  90 

1827  . 

Collection  27th  Anniversary,  ....  70  36 

No  Donations, 

1828. 

Collection  28th  Anniversary,  ....  105  56 

No  Donations, 

1 829. 

Collection  29th  Anniversary,  . 69  50 

Donations, 14  05 83  55 

1830  . 

Collection  30th  Anniversary,  . 46  46 

Donations, 25  56 72  02 

1831  . 

Collection  31st  Anniversary,  . 64  78 

Donations, 23  82 88  60 

18  3 2. 

Collection  32d  Anniversary,  . 78  77 

From  Mrs.  Remember  Preston,  50  00 

Other  Donations, 8 98 137  75 

1833. 

Donations, , . . . . 18  40 

1834. 

Donations, 37  18 

1835. 

Collection  at  Anniversary,  . . 175  00 

Donations, 6 63 181  63 

1836. 

Donations, 53  06 

1837. 

Donations, 10  00 
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1838. 

Donations, 46  50 

1839  . 

Donations, 7 92 

1840. 

Donations, 2 37 

1841  . 

Donations, 35 

1842. 

Donations, 37 

1 843. 

Donations, 117 

1844  . 

Donations, 11  24 


Other  benefactions  remain  to  be  noticed.  In  1803 
Mr.  John  Lucas  of  Brookline  gave  a lot  of  land  in 
Pleasant  street,  which  was  sold  for  four  thousand 
dollars.  But  difficulties  arose  in  obtaining  pay- 
ment for  it,  which  were  not  finally  adjusted  till 
1826.  The  whole  sum  although,  with  some  loss  of 
interest,  was  eventually  obtained. 

In  1808,  a letter  expressed  in  very  gratifying 
terms,  and  signed  by  William  Tudor,  Gardiner 
Greene,  Jonathan  Mason,  and  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
was  addressed  to  the  managers  of  the  Institution, 
ofifering  a large  lot  of  land  in  South  Boston  for  the 
purpose  of  building  an  Asylum.  The  conditions  of 
receiving  the  gift  were,  that  it  should  never  be 
alienated,  and  that  the  walls  of  the  principal  edifice 
sjiould  be  raised  within  eighteen  months  of  the  date 
of  this  proposal.” 
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This  intended  donation  was  accepted  with  many 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  pleasure.  But  it  was 
found  impossible  to  supply  the  means  of  building 
within  the  limited  time.  The  free  bridge  was  not 
then  erected,  and  the  distance  was  made  by  many 
an  objection  to  building  at  South  Boston.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  it  was  found  necessary,  although 
it  was  done  with  great  reluctance,  to  give  up  the 
land  so  liberally  offered. 

Acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  Aqueduct  Cor- 
poration, for  long  continued  liberality. 

In  1809  a note  was  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  that  body  communicating  a unanimous  vote  of 
the  Directors,  that  the  water  might  be  used  at  the 
Asylum  free  of  expense  ; and  adding  that  all  neces- 
sary repairs  would  be  attended  to,  on  application  at 
their  office.  This  generous  offer  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted, and  this  essential  accommodation  has  never 
been  withdrawn. 

Two  donations  from  Mrs.  William  Gray  have 
been  noticed  ; these  form  but  a part  of  her  claim  to 
remembrance.  And  it  is  impossible  to  see  on  the 
records  so  many  acknowledgments  like  this — a bag 
of  sugar,  a cask  of  rice,  a bag  of  coffee — and  simi- 
lar gifts,  from  Mrs.  William  Gray ; and  these  recur- 
ring during  several  years,  without  a wish  to  render 
this  small  tribute  to  her  memory. 

The  medals  worn  by  the  children  on  anniversary 
days,  were  presented  in  1813  by  Mr.  John  Odin. 
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In  closing  the  records  which  have  supplied  the 
materials  for  our  little  book,  we  are  reminded  by 
the  inscriptions  on  their  covers,  that  there  is  one 
more  acknowledgment  to  make.  Since  its  incor- 
poration the  Society  has  not  been  obliged  to  pur- 
chase a book  for  this  purpose  ; the  first  volume 
having  been  given  by  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  while  for 
tlje  last  two  they  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of 
Benjamin  Loring,  Esq. 
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BEQUESTS. 

In  grateful  remembrance  of  departed  friends,  all 
the  Bequests  made  to  the  Boston  Female  Asylum 
since  its  establishment  are  here  inserted. 


1804. 

From  Mrs.  Newhall, 

400 

00 

1807. 

u 

Miss  Deborah  Jeifries, 

50 

00 

1808. 

a 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perkins, 

400 

00 

1808. 

a 

Deacon  John  Larkin, 

100 

00 

1811. 

u 

Mrs.  Sarah  White, 

'33 

33 

1811. 

(C 

Mrs.  Increase  Sumner, 

300 

00 

1813. 

a 

Mrs.  Margaret  Nichols, 

100 

00 

1813. 

u 

Mrs.  Margaret  Whitwell,  . 

35 

68 

1814. 

li 

Mr.  Levi  Holt, 

400 

00 

1814. 

li 

Mrs.  Sarah  Preston, 

50 

00 

1814. 

i( 

Mr.  Daniel  Stocker, 

500 

00 

1815. 

a 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Partridge, 

3,000 

00 

1815. 

li 

Samuel  Smith,  Esq. 

2,000 

00 

1819. 

li 

Miss  Sarah  Russell, 

100 

00 

1820. 

u 

Mrs.  Lydia  Sparhawk, 

1,000 

00 

1821. 

ii 

Mrs.  Priscilla  West, 

50 

00 

1823. 

li 

Abraham  Touro,  Esq. 

o 

o 

00 

1823. 

ii 

John  McLean,  Esq. 

500 

00 

1824. 

ii 

Samuel  Parkman,  Esq. 

500 

00 

1825. 

ii 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Davis, 

500 

00 

1825. 

ii 

William  Breed,  Esq. 

500 

00 
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1825. 

From  Mrs.  Sarah  Lowder, 

100 

1826. 

IC 

Allen  Crocker,  Esq. 

50 

1826. 

u 

Mrs.  Sarah  Dearborn, 

300 

1827. 

li 

William  Phillips,  Esq. 

2,000 

1828. 

u 

Rufus  Webb,  Esq. 

500 

1828. 

u 

Miss  Caroline  Amory, 

100 

1828. 

a 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Condon, 

1,431 

1831. 

u 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Derby, 

500 

1832. 

a 

Isaiah  Thomas,  Esq. 

500 

1832. 

it 

James  Lloyd,  Esq. 

5,000 

1832. 

u 

Mrs.  Susanna  Tufts, 

50 

1832. 

ti 

Mrs.  James  Swan, 

300 

1834. 

Cl 

Mrs.  Christopher  Gore, 

500 

1834. 

Cl 

Mrs.  Ephraim  Copeland,  . 

100 

1835. 

Cl 

Mrs.  Samuel  Parkman, 

500 

1837. 

Cl 

Miss  Sarah  Greene, 

200 

1838. 

Cl 

Dr.  John  Austin,  with  in- 

510 

terest. 

1839. 

IC 

Mr.  Hart,  .... 

500 

1840. 

Cl 

Mrs.  Richard  Green, 

100 

1840- 

1. 

Dividends  on  T.  S.  Wins- 

low’s Legacy, 

540 

1842. 

Cl 

Mrs.  James  Perkins, 

200 

1843. 

Cl 

Benjamin  Bussey,  Esq. 

500 

1844. 

Cl 

Mrs.  Ann  Phelan, 

200 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

34 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

79 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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PAST  AND  PRESENT  OFFICERS. 

FIRST  DIRECTRESSES. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Stillman,  from  1800  to  1821 


cc 

Samuel  Parkman, 

li 

1821 

1835 

cc 

William  Prescott, 

1835 

SECOND  DIRECTRESSES. 

Mrs. 

Ebenezer  Dorr, 

from  1800  to 

1801 

a 

James  Bowdoin, 

li 

1801 

ll 

1803 

a 

Mary  Hubbard 

11 

1803 

ll 

1808 

It 

Abigail  May, 

li 

1808 

ll 

1816 

ii 

Sarah  Parkman, 

a 

1816 

ll 

1821 

iC 

William  Thurston, 

ii 

1821 

ll 

1822 

n 

William  Prescott, 

i( 

1822 

ll 

1835 

Sophia  D.  Tracy, 

u 

1835 

TREASURERS. 

Mrs. 

Mary  Mason, 

from  1800  to 

1801 

(( 

Elizabeth  Perkins, 

n 

1801 

ll 

1806 

u 

Eleanor  Davis, 

li 

1806 

ll 

1825 

Miss 

Harriet  Otis, 

<< 

1825 

ll 

1826 

iC 

Mary  Otis, 

ll 

1826 

SECRETARIES. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lynde  Smith, 

from  1800  to 

1801 

(( 

Elizabeth  Thurston, 

li 

1801 

ll 

1803 

8 
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from  1803  to  1807 
‘‘  1807 

MANAGERS. 


*Miss  Eliza  Frothingham, 
fMiss  A.  L.  Frotliingham, 

Mrs.  James  Bowdoin, 

“ Elizabeth  Perkins, 

“ John  Coburn, 

“ Matthew  Park, 

“ John  Cushing, 

‘‘  William  Thurston, 

“ Ozias  Goodwin, 

“ Richard  Green, 

“ Priscilla  West, 
Margaret  Whit  well. 
Miss  Mehitable  Torrey, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Smith, 

‘‘  John  May, 

“ Mary  Grew, 

Mary  Hubbard, 

“ Samuel  Parkman, 

‘‘  Samuel  Cooper, 

“ John  Gray, 

“ James  Perkins, 

‘‘  John  Codman, 

“ Ann  McLean, 

“ Francis  Lincoln, 

“ Mary  L.  Smith, 

“ William  Smith, 

* Now  Mrs.  F.  Lincoln. 


from 

1800  to 

1801 

li 

1800 

cc 

1801 

a 

1800 

cc 

1802 

(C 

1800 

cc 

1802 

(C 

1800 

cc 

1801 

ii 

1800 

cc 

1802 

Cl 

1800 

cc 

1806 

Cl 

1800 

cc 

1822 

ic 

1800 

cc 

1802 

Cl 

1800 

cc 

1809 

Cl 

1800 

cc 

1801 

Cl 

1801 

cc 

1817 

Cl 

1801 

cc 

1808 

cc 

1801 

cc 

1809 

ic 

1802 

cc 

1803 

cc 

1802 

cc 

1816 

cc 

1802 

cc 

1803 

cc 

1802 

CJ 

1809 

cc 

1803 

cc 

1822 

cc 

1803 

cc 

1812 

cc 

1804 

cc 

1806 

Cl 

1807 

cc 

1811 

cc 

1809 

cc 

1817 

cc 

1809 

cc 

1836 

t Now  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Wales. 
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Mrs.  Thomas  Lamb, 

from 

1811  to  1836 

“ Benjamin  Bussy, 

i( 

1811 

Cl 

1819 

‘‘  William  Prescott, 

(C 

1813 

cc 

1822 

John  Derby, 

u 

1817 

cc 

1831 

“ Moses  Grant, 

tc 

1817 

IC 

1818 

Miss  P.  L.  Frothingham, 

u 

1818 

cc 

1836 

Mrs.  Israel  Thorndike, 

(( 

1819 

cc 

1828 

Henry  Chapman, 

u 

1821 

cc 

1827 

‘‘  Josiah  Bradlee, 

u 

1821 

cc 

1827 

‘‘  Samuel  Cary, 

u 

1822 

cc 

1826 

Charles  Tracy, 

(C 

1822 

cc 

1835 

Miss  Louisa  May, 

tl 

1822 

cc 

1824 

Mrs.  William  H.  Eliot, 

(( 

1824 

cc 

1826 

Susan  Jackson, 

(( 

1826 

cc 

1834 

William  Cross, 

(C 

1826 

cc 

1834 

Miss  Margaret  Lamb, 

(( 

1826 

Mrs.  William  Reynolds, 

cc 

1827 

Charles  Barnard, 

(C 

1827 

cc 

1836 

Miss  Lucy  Kealing, 

iC 

1829 

cc 

1838 

Hannah  Greene, 

a 

1829 

cc 

1837 

Mrs.  Daniel  Bacon, 

(( 

1829 

cc 

1831 

“ Henry  Hall, 

a 

1830 

‘‘  Henry  Wainwright, 

n 

1831 

cc 

1832 

“ Alexander  H.  Everett, 

a 

1831 

cc 

1836 

“ Amos  Lawrence, 

u 

1831 

“ George  C.  Shattuck, 

cc 

1835 

Isaac  Mansfield, 

cc 

1836 

Miss  Jane  Wigglesworth, 

cc 

1836 

“ H.  G.  Chandler, 

cc 

1836 

cc 

1842 
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Mrs.  B.  T.  Pickman, 
Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed, 

Miss  Jane  Mason, 

Mrs.  James  K.  Mills, 
Albert  Fearing, 

“ Charles  Barnard, 


from  1837 
‘‘  1837 

“ 1837  to  1842 

1838 
1842 
1842 


COLLECTING  SECRETARIES. 

It  was  at  first  considered  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary, to  collect  the  money  due  from  subscribers  and 
pay  it  over  to  the  Treasurer.  In  1802,  the  Secre- 
tary Mrs.  Thurston  represented  that  this  duty  added 
to  that  of  receiving  and  corresponding,  rendered  the 
office  burthensome.  The  managers  then  made  a 
By-law,  that  a Collecting  Secretary  should  be  an- 
nually chosen  from  their  number,  to  keep  a register 
of  the  names  of  subscribers  and  benefactors  ; collect 
the  money  due,  and  pay  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer. 

Mrs.  John  Gray  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Board,  performed  this  duty  one  year  to  1813. 
Miss  Dorcas  Hiller  was  then  chosen,  and  also  re- 
signed at  the  close  of  the  year  1804. 

Miss  Eliza  Frothingham,  consented  to  combine 
this  duty  with  that  of  Secretary  one  year  to  1805. 
Mrs.  Thurston  was  chosen  1805  and  resigned  1807. 

Grew  1807  1809. 

M.  L.  Smith  ‘‘  1809  ‘‘  1817. 

Mrs.  Moses  Grant  was  chosen  1817,  but  the  fee- 
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ble  state  of  her  health  obliged  her  in  one  month  to 
resign.  The  managers  then  exercising  the  power 
vested  in  them  by  the  3d  Section  of  the  Act  of  In- 
corporation, chose  Miss  P.  L.  Frothingham,  who 
performed  the  duty  of  Collecting  Secretary  until 
1836.  She  then  resigned  it,  because  the  small 
number  of  subscribers  made  it  easy  for  the  Treas-^ 
m'er  to  collect  the  money ; and  she  felt  that  her 
service  was  no  longer  needed.  ^‘Had  it  been 
otherwise,”  she  wrote  to  those  who  urged  her  re- 
maining, ‘^my  hand  should  not  have  been  with- 
drawn from  a work  in  which  my  heart  is  so  much 
interested.” 

From  this  time  the  office  has  been  combined  with 
that  of  the  Treasurer. 


8* 
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OFFICERS, 

1844. 

FIRST  DIRECTRESS, 

MRS.  WILLIAM  PRESCOTT. 

SECOND  DIRECTRESS, 

MRS.  SOPHIA  D.  TRACY. 

TREASURER, 

MISS  MARY  OTIS. 

SECRETARY, 

MRS.  THOMAS  B.  WALES. 


MANAGERS. 


Mrs.  Henry  Hall, 

Miss  Margaret  Lamb, 
Mrs.  William  Reynolds, 
Mrs.  Isaac  Mansfield, 
Miss  Jane  Wigglesworth, 
Mrs.  Charles  Barnard, 


Mrs.  Amos  Lawrence, 

Mrs.  George  C.  Shattuck, 
Mrs.  B.  T.  Pickman, 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed, 

Mrs.  James  K.  Mills, 

Mrs.  Albert  Fearing. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 

It  was  at  first  intended  to  insert  the  names  of  all  who  have  ever 
been  subscribers  to  the  Boston  Female  Asylum,  beginning  with 
the  venerated  one  of  Abigail  Adams,  wife  of  President  John 
Adams,  and  bringing  the  list  to  the  present  time.  But  the  number 
was  found  so  large,  being  more  than  a thousand,  that  the  list  is 
confined  to  the  life  members  and  those  now  on  the  records. 
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ANNUAL  SUBSCRIBERS, 

SEPTEMBER,  1844. 


Mrs.  Adams,  Abel, 

Mrs.  Amory,  Thomas  C.,  Sen. 
Mrs.  Ballard,  Joseph, 

Mrs.  Barnard,  Charles, 

Miss  Bent,  Ann, 

Mrs.  Blake,  Edward, 

Mrs.  Blake,  Joshua, 

Mrs.  Boardman,  William, 

Miss  Bradlee,  E.  M. 

Miss  Bradlee,  Matilda, 

Mrs.  Bradlee,  Samuel, 

Mrs.  Carter,  James, 

Mrs.  Chapman,  Jonathan,  Sen. 
Mrs.  Clark,  Edward  D. 

Mrs.  Codman,  Henry, 

Mrs.  Dexter,  Franklin, 

Mrs.  Dexter,  George  M. 

Mrs.  Eastburn,  J.  H. 

Mrs.  Eckley,  David, 

Mrs.  Eliot,  Samuel  H. 

Mrs.  Emmons,  Nathaniel  H. 
Mrs.  Fearing,  Albert, 

Mrs.  Forbes,  R.  Bennet, 

Mrs.  Foster,  James  H. 

Mrs.  Foster,  Joseph, 

Mrs.  Frothingham,  N.  L. 

Miss  Gibbs,  Sarah, 

Miss  Greene,  Ann  M. 

Mrs.  Greene,  Gardiner, 

Mrs.  Hall,  Henry, 

Mrs.  Hooper,  John, 

Miss  Inches,  Susan, 


Mrs.  Jackson,  Charles, 

Miss  Joy,  Abby, 

Mrs.  Kuhn,  George  H. 

Mrs.  Lawrence,  William, 

Miss  Lee,  Rebecca, 

Mrs.  Loring,  Henry, 

Mrs.  Loring,  William  J. 

Mrs.  Lovering,  Joseph, 

Mrs.  Mills,  James  K. 

Mrs.  Parkman,  George, 

Mrs.  Perkins,  Thomas  H.,  Sen. 
Mrs.  Pratt,  William, 

Mrs.  Prescott,  William  H. 

Mrs.  Preston,  Remember, 

Mrs.  Quincy,  Samuel, 

Mrs.  Reed,  B.  T. 

Mrs.  Reynolds,  William, 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Rebecca, 

Mrs.  Robbins,  Richard, 

Mrs.  Shattuck,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Shaw,  R.  G. 

Miss  Smith,  Elizabeth, 

Mrs.  Smith,  Henry, 

Mrs.  Stetson,  Amasa, 

Miss  Thompson, 

Mrs.  Thompson, 

Miss  Wales,  Louisa  C. 

Mrs.  Whitney,  Elizabeth, 

Mrs.  Whitney,  Israel, 

Miss  Wigglesworth,  Jane, 

Mrs.  Williams,  John  D. 


86 


LIFE  MEMBERS. 


The  payment  of  ^50  entitles  a person  to  become  a Life  Member. 


Mrs.  Samuel  Smith, 

Mrs.  Joseph  Head, 

Mrs.  George  Ticknor, 

Mrs.  Amos  Lawrence, 

Mrs.  James  Perkins,  Sen. 

Mrs.  J,  P.  Bradlee, 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks, 

Mrs.  Nathan  Appleton, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cook, 

Mrs.  Francis  Lincoln, 

Mrs.  John  McLean, 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Bussey, 

Mrs.  Charles  Davis, 

Mrs.  David  Sears, 

Mrs.  Israel  Thorndike,  Sen. 
Mrs.  Joshua  Huntington,  Rev. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dorr, 

Mrs.  Nathaniel  Amory, 

Mrs.  John  Amory, 

Mrs.  Catherine  Codman, 

Mrs.  Joanna  Nichols, 

Mrs.  George  C.  Shattuck, 

Mrs.  James  Perkins,  Jr. 


Miss  Hannah  Perkins, 
Mrs.  Alexander  Young, 
Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence, 
Miss  Margaret  Coffin, 
Mrs.  Otis  Everett, 

Mrs.  Joshua  Davis, 

Mrs.  George  C.  Shattuck, 
Mrs.  Edward  Cruft, 

Mrs.  Ann  Wheeler, 

Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Wales, 
Miss  P.  L.  Frothingham, 
Mrs.  Francis  Lincoln, 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Smith, 

IV^rs.  Sarah  Parkman, 
Mrs.  William  Prescott, 
Mrs.  William  Smith, 

Mrs.  Rosanna  Lamb, 

Mrs.  William  Thurston, 
Mrs.  Charles  Tracy, 

Mrs.  Susan  Jackson, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Derby, 
Miss  Mary  Otis. 
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NAMES  OF  CONTRIBUTORS 


TO  BUILDING  NEW  ASYLUM,  1844. 


Samuel  Appleton,  . . 

1,000 

James  Parker,  .... 

100 

Joseph  Lovering,  . . 

1,000 

Martin  Brimmer,  . . . 

100 

Robert  G.  Shaw,  . . 

1,000 

Francis  S.  Skinner  & Co. 

100 

William  Appleton, 

1,000 

H.  G.  Otis, 

100 

Thomas  B.  Wales, 

1,000 

William  Parsons,  . . . 

100 

George  C.  Shattuck,  . 

1,000 

Phineas  Upham,  . . . 

100 

William  Lawrence,  , 

1,000 

Moses  Williams,  . . . 

100 

Amos  Lawrence,  . . 

1,000 

Samuel  Fales,  .... 

100 

Abbott  Lawrence,  . . 

1,000 

William  W.  Stone,  . . 

100 

P.  C.  Brooks,  . . . 

1,000 

P.  P.  Pope, 

100 

J.  D,  Williams,  . . . 

1,000 

William  Amory,  . . . 

100 

Mrs.  Lydia  Boardman, 

500 

Abiel  Chandler,  . . . 

100 

Thomas  H.  Perkins,  . 

500 

James  Johnson, 

100 

John  Welles,  . . . 

500 

Waterston,  Pray  & Co.  . 

100 

William  Sturgiss,  . . 

500 

Henry  B.  Rogers,  . . . 

100 

John  A.  Lowell, 

500 

Francis  C.  Lord, 

100 

J.  P.  Cushing,  . . . 

500 

J.  M.  Forbes,  .... 

100 

Thomas  Wigglesworth, 

500 

Joseph  W.  Revere,  . . 

100 

Francis  C.  Gray,  . . 

300 

George  Howe,  .... 

100 

John  L.  Gardner,  . . 

300 

Josiah  Quincy,  jr.  . . 

100 

John  Parker,  . . . 

300 

Joseph  Balch,  .... 

100 

John  E.  Thayer,  . . 

300 

John  Lamson,  .... 

100 

John  C.  Gray,  . . . 

300 

B.  T.  Reed, 

100 

Willard  Sayles,  . . 

300 

Henry  Hall, 

100 

Eben  T.  Andrews, 

300 

Nathaniel  Curtis,  . 

100 

Josiah  Bradlee,  . . . 

300 

Richardson  & Brothers,  . 

100 

Theodore  Lyman,  . . 

300 

J.  Chickering,  .... 

100 

John  Bryant,  . . . 

300 

Carney  & Sleeper, 

100 

George  W.  Lyman, 

300 

Mrs.  Sarah  Holland,  . . 

100 

Horace  Gray,  . . . 

200 

Almy,  Patterson  & Co.  . 

50 

Ignatius  Sargent,  . . 

200 

John  A.  Blanchard,  . . 

50 

William  Prescott,  . . 

200 

George  B.  Blake,  . . . 

50 

Samuel  A.  Eliot,  . . 

200 

Isaac  Livermore,  . . . 

50 

Ozias  Goodwin, 

200 

A.  Kendall,  jr 

50 

Eliza  Goodwin, 

200 

Charles  B.  Shaw,  . . . 

50 

George  Hallet,  . . . 

200 

Stephen  Fairbanks,  . . 

50 

Eben  Chadwick,  . . 

200 

P.  R.  Dalton,  .... 

50 

Charles  Barnard,  . . 

200 

Caleb  Loring,  .... 

50 
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Amos  A.  Lawrence, 
J.  J.  Dixwell,  . . 

John  French,  . . 

John  Dorr,  . . . 

J.  Gray,  .... 
Edward  Brooks, 
Charles  Amory, 

H.  R.  Kendall,  . . 

J.  J.  Bowditch,  . . 

James  Davis,  jr. 
Samuel  Hooper, 
Robert  Hooper, 
William  Perkins,  . 
Adam  W.  Thaxter, 

A.  E.  Belknap,  . . 

N.  I.  Bowditch, 
Edward  D.  Peters, 
William  Sawyer,  , 
Dana  & Henshaw, 

P.  C.  Brooks,  jr. 
Margaret  Coffin, 
James  S.  Amory,  . 
Thaddeus  Nichols, 
Robert  C.  Hooper, 
Jonathan  Chapman, 
C.  C.  Parsons,  . . 

James  Davis,  . . 

Nathaniel  P.  Russell, 
Henry  Codman, 


50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 


Mrs.  T.  C.  Amory, 

B.  R.  Nichols,  . . . 

Misses  Inches,  . . . 

John  J.  Low  and  ) 
Francis  Low,  5 
Albert  Fearing  & Co. 
Richard  S.  Fay,  . . 

Josiah  Stickney,  . . 

A.  Gilmore,  . . . . 

Moses  Grant,  . . . 

J.H.  Wolcott,  . . . 

A.  & C.  Cunningham, 

J.  W.  Edmands,  . . 

Rice  & Thaxter,  . . 

John  Albree,  . . 

Thomas  G.  Carey, 

J.  Belknap,  . . . . 

C.  F.  Adams,  . . . 

B.  Adams,  . . . . 

S.  Austin,  jr.  . . . 

I.  Harris, 

J.  Whitney,  . . . . 

W.  F.  Weld,  . . . 

W.  Gray,  . . . . 

P.  T.  Homer,  . . . 

Coolidge  & Haskell,  . 
Nathaniel  Faxon,  . . 

J.  H.  Pearson,  . . . 


50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 
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